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It left the municipal
council with no choice
but to do the right thing

cores of our shophouses in the Rope Walk /

Sungei Ujong / Jalan Lim Chwee Leong /

Magazine Road / McNair Street / Nordin Street
heritage zone have developed nasty cracks on their
walls, pillars, roof beams, and five-foot ways. There
have also been reports that the nearby 65-storey
Komtar tower itself, where both the state and local
government authoritics have comfortably established
themselves these many years, perhaps the better to
scc and count the cranes crowding the Penang
skyline, is tilting.

There is no doubt that this has happened because
of a disturbance in the depths of the earth. But no
violent volcanic activity has ever visited the island.
Nor have those malevolent subterranean creatures of
legend, the gnomes, goblins and gremlins. It is there-
fore safe to conclude that the furious hammer-piling,
digging and excavating in the Komtar area in the
past few months is what has caused these inner-city
buildings to rock and roll on their foundations. The
evidence is the flooded crater concealing the sub-
structure for the "PRANGIN MALL: The Mega Star of
Penang’s Golden Comumercial (sic).”

But the municipal council was not impressed with
our little theory, so it went ahcad with its plan to ask
the developers to carry out a geo-technical investi-
gation “to establish the actual cause of the cracks”.
The developers failed to produce what even in the
eyes of the council is a satisfactory report. This left
the council with no choice but to do the right thing —
serving a stop-work order on them. Surely, any action
the government can take to ensure the safety of the
public is worth more than a temporary set-back in its
dash-for-growth plans for the city. Komtar Phase 4
has developed a design fault and should be taken off
the road. And there will be no botching it as well, we
hope, when the government starts organising the
“remedial measures” to help the residents in the area,
who have so far borne their fate with admirable
restraint and patience, put their lives back together in
some order.

But why was the all-powerful municipal council
so unwilling, initially, to issuc the stop-work notice?

January/February 1997

We don’t know: its president, Dr Teng Hock Nan,
has forbidden his councillors “to disclose the discuss-
ions or decisions of their committee meetings” to the
press (Star, 10 January). We can only try to work out
why and it is both instructive and alarming to do so.

The council’s earlier strategy of doing nothing
scems to be founded on the insight that doing some-
thing equals making a mess of things. It will be a
mustake to issue a stop-work order. The order will
merely make the public believe even more strongly
that because of the government’s urban renewal
programme a major disaster has now struck the city.
It will also be taken to mean that the council is finally
admitting to having blundered badly in approving the
“mega star” mall’s building plans and methods.
Besides, the developers are sure to challenge the
order in the courts — consider the huge capital
invested in the project — and that’s a further nuisance
to have to deal with. In any case, the council has
managed to persuade the developers to repair the
buildings. If in the end some of them (the buildings,
not the developers or the councillors) have to be
demolished, that’s just too bad. The people of Penang
must learn to make such sacrifices if the govern-
ment’s plans for the city’s economic growth are to
succeed. Such must be the unspoken logic of our city
fathers and mothers.

Equally fascinating to take a look at is the spoken
logic of the developers. 7The Star reported that “a
spokesman for the developer said the company had
provided beams to support ‘the cracked pillars of
several houses”, and then quoted him as further
saying: “We helped them on humanitarian grounds.”
And so we may all now regard these nameless barons
of the building industry as the true leaders of our
caring society. Said a Rope Walk resident the PHT
interviewed: “They have certainly helped to put me
out of business. All these beams supporting all these
pillars, they are bad advertisement for my shop. You
don’t need to repeal the Rent Control Act to get us
out of here. Many of us have already left.”

[t is the same old story of the authorities allowing
construction work to wreck our historic sites and then
trying to make it look as though the geological make-
up of the island, the nature of the Tanjung subsoil for
example, is to blame. Whenever our heritage build-
ings fall into ruin in this way — remember Cheong
Fatt Tze, Hardwicke, Metropole? — it is hard not to
fall in with such notions as conspiracy theories.
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SEMINAR

Penang Heritage ‘97

Developing the best in Georgetown
by learning from the best in Britain

2 — 4 March 1997
Shangri-La Hotel

Bringing government, industry,
and heritage groups together

to explore new approaches for

a balanced development in the
city of Georgetown, Penang

Organised by
the Penang State Government
through

PDC AR&T Total Project
Management Sdn Bhd and

the British High Commission

with the support of
the British Overseas Trade Services
and participation from
Hong Kong Bank, North West Water,
British Council, British Tourist Authority

and British heritage experts

For further details contact:

The Seminar Secretariat
Tel: 604 - 6432 111 Ext 203/204, Fax: 604 - 6413 742

(Please find brochure inside)




ary 1997

/36 January/Febru

5

Number 3

t
<9
-]
)
=
7
=
=
L
=1
ot
£
-
jun
A

i

‘§9INSeall [RIpowWal Yjim dn dwod
pue wofqord syl jo sosned [ejuall
-ppuNJ 9y} UIWIIIP 0} juelrodiut sem
11 se paypadxa aq 0} (wely]) IS
-uy SHJIOAM O1[Qnd 9y} Aq s31pnis [edru
-4091-093 2y} 10J Pa[[ed SHPI PYOW
. ‘J10dal
1801UY231-093 B payjiuqns sey Jadopaa
“-3p 9y} [un ABpIdISad w0} 3ANO]
-J3 aq pinom 12do[aA3p Y] VO PIAIIS
3q 0} 3d110U 3y} pres ueN YO0H dua],
A( uapisaid [19unco ‘Aepsanyl, uQ

‘S1ipY PYOIN I 'S Juapl
-saxd JyD pres ,‘ownsal 0] sYI0m uol
-gABOXa 10} 9J€S S1 11 18Y) QUSSP 0}
jiadxe [BO1Uy09}-093 juapuadopul ue
SUOISSTWIWIOD 11 [[iun 19pIo yiom-dois
3y} ureluleW PNOYs [IOUN0D SYL,
"SNOLIaS Apeal[e
aJom sjuawaaed pue sasnoYy uo S$HOeIO
sy} uaym oSe 3uof 9d10U 3y} pans
-S1 9ARY PNOYS [1OUN0D 9y} ples dv2)
JueUdd JO UOIIRIOOSSY SIaWNsuon
"19941G UIpIOON pue peoy oulzedey
}931}S UOAJRLIED ‘19211S Ad[I3quin]
‘371, 1B Suoay) ue[ep ‘3U0YT IBMYD
wry I1q uelef “flem adoy ‘Suofn
redung ur aJe sasnoy pajdodyie AL
“IB0A SB[ £ 99(] U0 U00S Wi Wiy uew
-A[quiosse we[oy dunduey] yanoayy

110dal1 ao1[0d © padpo| sjuaplIsal oyl
2[q
-p] J9JEM PUNOIZIOPUN dY] JO FULIOMO]
0} 9MPp UNS,, PEY SISN0OY JO 1oquunu
e pue syoeld Aq pajodjje sosnoy 007
I19A0 9Jom 2I9Y) ‘pres 9y ‘iep 0oL
‘AepIa)sak pres oy ‘uaqel dq 0}
SoINSeoUl [BIPAWAI puB S3IpNIs [BIIU
-11993-093 oY) JO s3ulpulj uo sn wLojut
pue 99juetend ayj sn 9AI3 0] [10UNOD
ayy pue Jodo[oAdp 9l JuBM OM,,
‘uonenyIs 9yl vlearld
-3 J0u p[noM pasn PoylaW UOHBABIXD
aannj eyl uaald 3q pnod a9jueaend
B J1 AJUO PRAOWAL 99 P[NOYS 300U 3Y3
pies uooT Suaj] neq uewLIIEYd 39U
-wo) UOHIY S9ANIRIUSOIday 9SNOH
Po109JJV-YorID BAIV gunfue],
‘gale
Je1WOY 9yl Ul SaINjoNIis Isyjo pue
S9SNy 23 9JBWEP PUB SYOBID 1oyln]
JusA0ld 0] 9A1as pinom 9118 yuowrdofaa
-Op [BIOJOUILIOD 34 B SY10M UONIBAED
X0 [[E 1[BY 01 9AOW 9y} pies 43y ‘onp
-13A0 SUO[ sem 31 ey} unou SIYM
“Iejwioy] Jo
Ino,] aseyd J1opun josfoxd e ‘[[BIN uid
-UBlJ JO J9d0[oAap 9y} uo 22110U Y.10Mm
-doys a3 Sumsst uf [rouno) [eduniy
Jueuad a9yl AQ 2a0W JY] PIWOd[@M
aARY 919y Sualrenb snoueA :ONVNUE

S0 BION{IONS [Py SEN0D

Em.@q l1ew ayj jsujebe jsajold uj sjuspisal pejodye * * "NQISSIHdXT LNIFOHUN

‘pres
3y ,,‘Uoljoe JjRIpaWWIT e}
0} JddIN 93 83an A[3uog3s
om  pue ‘pajosye  Apeq
u99q ARy sossaulsng pue
SOUWIOY 950Um SIUIpIsaT /Ul
m ostyedwis apm,,
"100{0ad yuswdo
-[0AQD [R10I0WWOD £qIeau e
ye duipid Jswwey Aq posned
uo0q 3ARY 0} PIAJI[3q ‘peoYy
aurzedeN pue 193138 UIp
-IOON ‘19913S JIeNOIN ‘MBM
odoy] 1B s3uIpnng ut syoeId
JU9031 pajld osfe 9H
‘gurpd Jewurey Aqreau
AQ pojosJe A[SSIsApE U3a(
Apealfe 9ARY suolsuew
ayOIMpIEH pue 9z, 1]
guoay) 9yl se yons s3ul
-pring a3ejriay pres 9y
"PI0031 s, dddN U0 3019
81q,, e Suroerd ‘s3ulpring
98ri1lIoy  ulellad  odeuwl
-ep Appusuewtad Lew Sutid
Jowiwrey JO asn panuijuod
pres ay ‘jusualels e uj
‘pres ay ,‘Teaocxdde jo sojep
I19Y} JO ssapaedal ‘s3oaf
-0ad 3urpring [re o3 31 A(dde
1snut JdJ oy3 uayy ‘durpid

OATIONLIISAP WoJy S3UIp[ing
adejrroy  Jo  uonosjoxad
a3 st duima sty duonpony
-ur JI0J afeuolniex aul I,
s3ut
-pring Aqieau uo uoljelq
-1A punoJd asturuiw o ‘3ut
-id Jowurey Jo peajsul 3ul
-[1d 810Q JO OJJ[W 3SN SN
seaxe pajendod-Aasusp ul
s3108foad jey} jusuwddUNOU
-ue S, UeN YoOH 3ull
1 1uepisaad Jdd uo 3ul
-JuawuIod sem 3uooyd
-3urqid Jo SwaisAs pio
asn 0} pamof[e ate 1ey} s309(
-01d £q padewep a.Je s3snoy
-doys Ajro-1suur Ji SS9
-urueaut,, 3q pnom Juimd
3yl ples Aepoj A30d wWIg
guooy) J(J ueuwlIreyd-adla

snyy, adejtley dueuad

‘paonpoLjul sem
uorje[nsdal 8yl usym isn
-8ny a10jaq pasoxdde s3osf
-0xd apnyour 03 ‘3uiid aioq
JO 0JOTW asn 03 s19a{oad Jut
-pring Joj 3ui[nl s3I pusixs
01 padan ueaq sey (Jdd)
ouno) [edioiunjy pue[s]
gueuad 9y (Uoy ‘Suruld




Y
ey

uﬂ.mﬁ

EWE 118 :
» Lomo%;
Q S10J1u0d

pasodoad oyl 3uijusw
-3{dwi . palaBIS [10UN0D
U1 pres “oo; M

Pt

U R Um0

tE:

o ¢

_\r 3
Ayl AA1109
U UIIOIUI uB m o

¢ 3;92:

Q-(

$ee "J

204 600 uey 9.0
ajie ,oNuwb or_,
ABPI9ISAA 90UIAJUOD
ssad e poj sy ,‘Suind
:ﬁ JO 3snedaq paddoap
pinos onfea juowdo[oa
-opaa s, f11adoad asoyas
sIaumo %Zogo.ﬁ po
-19933e d[5Y 03 MOy SSND
SIP 01 SR YA UACD 118

pInoOYsS [ounod ayJ,,

9261
15y Buiuuejg 4131uno)d
pue umoyj, syj JIepun
paigndils se 3urieay
orjqnd e 1noyirm Ino
POLIIBD Sem pawie(d oy
YOIym UOISIOap §,[10uUnod

ﬁvv

ay1 pouonsonbd 9y
"07200.4J )
SPA DBUOT
pue paoj
uorurdo o
[1oUnod ayj
10047 AppH YMed

:1::::3. 1014 VAH
‘uonnad oY) as10pud
0} S.X0 Aodoad po
-109jj¢ uodn 3uifjed ale
:o:c:?m/ szodedaley
dueuo puv ?35 uon
s1odojeas 3ul

-RIDOSSY §

-SNOF] duruog aul yum
Apuiol aniowine) jo 19q
-weyS osauy) 3ueudd

Yl JO 091 IUIWOD juawl
-doraasp Anadoad ayy,
ouo0z £310
0], 231009
14311 $80.1018 9417 uey)
210w ! q Jo uon
-ONISUOD dY) U0 979d]
ayy i 01 31 Jupyse 110
-uno) pedidrunyy dueusd
a1 uonnod [[IA Suone
100852 2.1, "ONVNHI

‘Arsnotaaad
SOSBO JONS uoaq pry a1dy)
eyl 3duippe ‘poweis pey
safoad oyr tojje pouand
=00 swaqod a1y aseo
oY1 sem ([[»]N ulduead
aUy) S pies Yo I

‘pIes oy ‘paaoadde
uodl} A[fensn st 9[qeUOSEdI
pulj SI8autdua [1oUNod 3y}
Uyorym Jyluqns Aoyj J9a<
-Jeyp "WAY] UOo ST SNUO 3y}
sjup}nsuod paijienb oue
Asyy se 3duop sy 30afoxd
Aue uodn [[ed jey) asnaad
-X3 pue. mara [euo1ssajord
(S1010BI1UOD pUR Sjue)
-[nsuod ayjl) Jayj st iy,

uaye)
uaaq pey ssinszaul uof)
-e0nu [B13A8s -

T Yoy gD

'S.10}J0BIJUOD
pue sjuejnsuod ayl uodn
Sem snuo ay) ‘saanpoosoad
[1ounod [ensn 01 Juipaos
-Ou pres oy Ja¢ ‘suepd
[RUIZI10 119} Ul $1S3)
2INJONAS [10S JI0J SUOISIA
-0ad pey sjoafoxd efefoqy
SO pue [[B]N widueld 2y}
I9Ujaym podySe uaym

‘pres ay ‘Jrodaa aepruais
B JluIqns 0} payse uaaq
os{e pey ehelolja|y 4£q
jooford Agueau Jayjouy

‘y3nouo
axam A3yl Ioylaym
9.INS J0U SeA 9y INQ UsYe)
U9aq pey sainsesur uor)

-e301W [BI3A3S pIes 9

o Wd[
-qoad ay) £J131091 0] uaye)
aq 0] spadu uopoe yoInb,,
se ydnoua aq jou £jq
-eqoad jydrur a9o1j0u yIom
dojs ayj pres yoy JQq

‘'s3ur
-pring lem-aad 3urinoq
-y3iou 0} sadewep [eany
-onajs 3y3noaq pey yorym
j03foad 9y} uo JUBWIWOD
0] payse uaym Aepiaj
-saf pies ay , ‘wayqoad ay}

.QUW0213A0 03 SAem Yiim dn

w09 pue 110dau s,10dofaa
-9p 9y} Apnis 03 (WeIy])
91NJ1IsuUy sYI0A O1[qnd
3] JO S3OI1AIaS 3y} paded

-us  sey —3::8 YL,
*159.19]
-ut s,91doad ay) 3unoajoad
Ul $SQUSNOLIAS §,01R1S Ay}
poyoayjaa aadojasap ayy
woay j1odag [BO1UYD3}-098
e 10J ssaad 01 pue J3pao
y.10m-doj3s € anssi 0] aAow
S,[IoUN0d 3y} pies. 3y
‘p1es uoo) NS, yodf 1d 1Is
uej, I9ISIUIN Jary) 409l
-0ad [[ejy widueid Jejwod|
11d3ura-uol[iq ayj .£q
pasned §1093J9 9yl A[sno
-118S M3IA [1ouno) [edioru
-NA Sueud{ puR JUSWUID
-A03 21e1s auJ, :ONVNAJ

HS3NIA X0ld43a Ag

Jiemis Jo
JIA SNOJI3S

4 IM

E@m

RN IR &

LYN.




Number 35/36 January/February 1997

PHTnewsletter

"A0TISAP 01 Pa[re] Tep
PIIOA PUODDS U} [OoIym
suprmq asa}  poysl
‘oW JusElled JO 10V
u¥ jey} ples aq jou 11 397]

LS
pue  sdwprmq  283elnny
paygnuept aatasald 01 apewt
aq pmoo uonwsiaoxd  ‘mel
Y} durradad ur sdeyaag

10V (03U0)) U8y
a3 Jo Teadad a1} yim 33

. -I9A0 paysIjowdp s3urp[mng

yons Jumwas Jo joadsoxd
9y} 3B wIwouod passald
X9 oAey dueud g Jo 19}
SSIUWAL JO1YD 9y) pue xoygop
JO desay LU 8yl 1eu)l
Jeay 03 3Ulp0jwod st 3 o
‘'suoljoeInE
Js1no} [euusjod axe Layl
Jey} uonjusu 0} jou ‘A1LI9}
-sod 03 3507 9q [[IM 33ejLIey
pue £101S1Y 110 ‘DUOp JOU ST
STU} J1 °S93IsS pue s3urp(ng
advjLEY  ade  AdY) 9snecs
-9 s3uprmg pro 9seyy Jjo
awos joaj0ad pue aatasaad
03 paambar st My mau
‘paoejIns
SEU uorsusWp Mau e g
‘08e auw} JUOY B pasesd pey
SpIO[puE] SNOWLIBAR WOIY
sjpueual j09jord 03 uonedyy
-psul ayy asnedaq splopue|
A} 10J SMAU JWOI[IM PIIP
-UT ST STY, ‘Uoaely Aq papead
-3l B Pos Me[ (013U

SSUTpIMy pa[OIIU0I-JUSI PUL JFBILIST

y\

U8y 8} 1By} paounouue A]

-JU8081 JUSWUISA0Y) 3],
‘£3runjroddo passia e
L]0 90UR)SUI UV jd[IW UIP[05
s Surwoosq  — anue
-AT PROI( B JO sapIs Yjoq uo
soxarduioo Jurddoys yjim
(aaode8urg) peoy preyald
10 (UOpuoT) 3931§ PIoIXQ
s edeo [elspsg a9yl ojul
padorsaap usaq sAey PO
‘mdwmT erensy Jjo 1Ieay
3y} Ul ‘peol SIU} ‘mel 8y}
10 Mg sajel g6l 8yl uo
paseq srejual 3uided (s
ale sasnoydoys p[o asat} jo
syueua ], "3o13sp durddoys
lemdod e st ‘sssnoydoys
3} JO UO013Ipu0d pajeprde(p
rersussd ayy jo ejrdsur ‘pue

peol 1y3ien}s AI8A B ST 4]
‘duody ueny
-19d-1p Suex jsuy ayy I9)
-Je uewyey Mpqy nyueng,
uerep paueual usa(
OUIS SeY 3] "8Ijea], uospQ
3y} 03} Jump[mq peuwes
mpaqy uems ayj woay 3uof
9[IW 8UO A3OEXD ST I asned
-9q 0S pareo ‘.peoy nieqd,,

ST ME[ SIY} JO WNOIA
'SBIIUB0 UMO)} MO JO UOTYE
-310 9} pue s3ulp(mgq pajep
-ideqIp pue pajoo[dau i
seale ons Jo juswuopueqe
[eorjoead ur Juryusal ses
-Ie UMO} Payslqeiss ul os
Alreroadse sem SIUJ, ‘jusl

-do[eA8D Sem ‘duWll} 0} dwlly
woJtj syuswpuswe jo 931ds
-Ul ‘MEB[ [0J3U0) U8y 9y}
JO £31ensed }ss8jeads oy,
‘[eM SE sjuBUs}-qns ng jue
U8} 9} JO sIsquiawl ATrure]
2y} ATuo jou pajosjoxd me]
YL, jqiuow e QGLINY 1urus)
JoIyo ayj pred sjueusi-quns
3y} nq OLTAY Sem [ejuad
ATUateot a1} ‘8sed 8uo Uy
“Ji30ad
awospuey B je 0S PIp Ad}
‘19ADMO} 'Seale umol a8y}
ur adom sostwexd paf[or}
-00  3SO0W 9snedadq Iqe
-puejlsispun sem SIyJ, ‘sI8
310 0} sestwald 83 13[qns
AlqenieAur sjueus} 8yl
‘U0 Aejs 03
1URU9) 93} pamo[[e pue jue
-U93 8y} 03 AsuowW 8} punjy
-31 0} pIO[puel 9y} palsp
-10 1In00 9y} ‘pa[elienb
A3y} UBYM '000°CTINY Sem
Jjueus) o} Aq pred Asuow
-e8} 9yl Ingq OLTNY sem
[ejusd A[qyuowr 8yl ‘ased
U0 U] "uo Aejs 0} sjueus)
3y} MO[je 0} Asuow-es} pa

-puewep spropue] AU
"S[EJUDI MO
8} JO asnedeq splojpue]
AQ Ppa30913aU aIoMm SBSIURI]
‘SjUBUS} pue sprorpuel Aq
130q 8snge [yonuw sem als|}
‘ST 11 jeUm 3Uldq PosIn
‘W) 8} 1B pueduny
ut Jomod Ul sem Yorym A3
-1gd Jnoqer] sy} £q paatdsur
uorye[si8e] jo soard ISI[BID
-0S © Sem STU] ‘osuas e U]
‘9SN UMO J18Y3
10] yoeq sestweld 8y} 103
pnoo spropuel ayl mg
"PLeog JUBSSOSSY JUdy
8} JO JI8pIo ue noyiim
sjueRua} a3 301A9 IO jUBdL
9} 95€aIOUL JOU P[NOD SPIOT
-puer] ‘sjueusy 308301d 03
sem Me[ aUj Jo 309[qo 8y,
‘sastwaad pa[[oIiuod
9Qq 0} paJge[osp 3Im no
pajusl uesq pey pue 86l
21039q J[Ing sesiuald ssau
-1snq pue sosnoy [1e el ps
-praoad yorym ‘gpeT ‘@dueu
AP0 U8y Jo [ouo) 8yl
passed JUBWUIBA0Y) 9], '8
073 30U Sem SIU) g 's{ejuald

wiyseH unieH Ag

reydy 4Aed o3 poredsid
olasm OoUuM sjueusl} 031 no
wWay} 9] 10 SIUd 9sBIIOUL
03 uonjIsod € Ul a0om SOSTW
-axd 89Sl JO SIoUmMO

-Wou0d9 Jo me[ ayl Aq pue
Arddns pepsadxa pey uoy
-ePOTUI0DE 10 PUBWI(]
‘uorpedod o)
Ul 9sesoul [RInjel € u

PEY 8197} ‘dem ay) Jo 93ids
-Ul puy ‘peuanial os[e pey
Iem a1 JO 8S1edaq ALUN0D
3y} pey pey oym ajdoad
‘SOU0 M3U
Junaels 1o ssoursng  3ul
‘ooead

-nsal adem a1doac
JO wangald oY) {iim
2Inoe awedaq Yoty [
pue sesmweld - sssuisnqg
Jo a8ejloUys e sem B}
‘pepus Iem a1} UsYMm 0§
‘Kpraaey 9y} 107 pooj
uo pey £8Y) AdU0Ul JI9Ad
Jeym Surpusds Yiim pautad
-w00  alow  adam  ojdoad
NG ddem  ‘sasnoy  pue
sasturaxd 3 1 AR
-adso ‘s3uping Mmau ou AJ
-reopoead qem 9y} Sulm(g
*So170d 3188 PAYOI00s
€ JO }Mmsal v SsE
awos  ul  pue
03 anp Awwdoxd
qonw  uedq
AIB], "SP6L 19
-dag ur pepus
PLIOM  PUOIBS

{

1
0

o

TR

mE




§
i
¢

o NOTLVN

pajuawwalduil 8q 0F JaA — G 8SBld [Uo[onIsuod 1apun joafoad jjeypy ulbueld
— ¢ asayd ‘u00s upls o] Jalold apeied elenny — € 9Seld ipajajdwoa Ajeiued — g 9seyd ‘pajajdwos — | eseyd

VIVe
100lold N
apeled
elennin
10} )8

(g asvHa

" Xeod s1y) Jo pud £q
uonadwod 10j pa[npoyds
S1 9IS BYQ'] B U0 (B
wifuerg jo juawdo[ordp
oy, ‘podoroasp 3urdq mou
SI[[BIN urdueid ay} a.1oym
IN0, 9Seld JBIWOM 0} [9]
-[eaed 931s B 1B padoraadp
9q 1M apeaed BIBUINN

‘A[Iuaoal
[nun poAe[dp urede sem
1oofoad ¢ aseyd oy} ‘san
-T[BO1UYD9} WIS 0} an(]
‘199f0ad oY) 10]
uonjedronaed [eo01 Judd
1od 1¢ paambad yorym 293
IWWOY) JUAWISIAUT U1
-10,] 9y} £q 39S SUONIPUOD
pue suLId) Ay} 03 9o1de Jou
pInoo ureyd jorewaad
-ns asourdep ay) se judw
-90.18e (667 S popuIdsal
URYOR X I191J8 19pUdl ysdyy
v 03 pafed pey DAd
9.03Udd
Furddoys uoriut OgTIARL ©
doreaap 03 suefd paddeos
pyg ups [ruOIiRUIIU]
ugyorx 103 puey awpld
oy 103 jysd 0SeWY Bul
-Aed ‘gg6T Ul d11S oY) pash
-eatrd pey dnoa9 uorg
6661 Aq uond[dwod

10 pojodiey St 3] 'SIBD
000‘] punode vjepouwod
e ued yomym syaedired
JO S[PAS] INOJ pue SIPED
-1B judwurelIajud pue
SJURINE]SDT duIdY) ‘Saxdd
-ouro ‘eoeds  [eIOIIUILLOD
J0 ‘skaols udads sosud
“wod ‘21018 [ejudtulIeda(
pue jayrewiradng puelH
uosyIed oyl asnoy [[im
yomym ‘opeied eIBLRN
‘reaoadde durprmng
surejqo 1ador3adp a3yl
90UO0 M}JIOM UOI}ONIISUOD
10 PosO[d Apyuaueuriad
5q 03 poradxa st n ‘18
-A9MOY] 'Paa[dwod JI1oMm
5159} Oy} J191Je Yoom ISB]
pouado-oa nq durrd-1s9

J0J .~O£~20302 ut vac—o
sem aed-ieo 9y,
‘payst

-[owop Apjuonbasqns arom
yorym sasnoydoys g1 JO
JN0 PIAOW SAI[IWRY 6F 19)
-Je 7661 ut jaed-aeo Arel
-odwoy,, B 0jUl pauIn] sem
‘(Oad) uonerodio) juaul
-dojaAd(] durUdJ 9} WOI]
pasnjeatad ‘931s Ayl

‘reaoadde suerd
guipping Junireme mou

s1.10d0[aAdP Y], "IPqUIdA

-ON Ul umo], 931095 19U
-1 ur $£0.10)8-941) 3UIpaID
x0 sguipying uo 93z331)
ay) 03 Jorad ‘A1juddad
pouno) [eddluny  dueu
-3 o) £4q pasoadde dram
speaeq eaennyy 1oy suerd
jnoAe[ oyl juaed[ ST 1]
“p/6T UT DLUAYDS Judlld
-do[9Adpa uRQIN IejWOoY]
a1} 10) JUBWIULIOAOZ 91e)S
oyl £q pajeudisop eaae
padeys-ieinduern e ‘9[3
-UBLLL, UAP[OS Ay} Jo xed
St JIENON Yngoay pue
u00S YOI, ynqoa ‘duejury
ynqar| ‘auizedep uefeg
AQ popunoq — eaIe dyfJ,
-10do[oAdp poseq-3ueudd
e pue dnois) UOIT udamjy
-0q aanjuda-juiof e ‘pyg
upg xmmsoq Aq padofaa
-ap 0q [[1m ‘uo[IW 0LTINY
1500 0} PIjewWINSs  ‘[rew
gurddoys. £01038-01 V
"0661 douls alIs
owrd eygQ [ oyl dopa
-op 03 sydwalie pajloqe fe
-IOAJS I91J0 Jj0 9ye) A[[eU
-1J I[m ‘opdupriy, uapjon .
s, dueua ur ‘c aseyd Jrel
o] uo yIom (ONVNHL

3371V Wi Ag




PHTnewsletter

Number 35/36 January/February 1997

The Repeal of the Rent Control Act

THE STAR THURSDAY January 30 1997

Dr Koh: A decontrol
tribunal would help

By TUNKU SHAHARIAH
i A A
PENANG: Penang has
proposed a special decon-
trol tribunal to resolve
complaints in states
which have many rent-
controlled premises - fol-
lowing the repeal of the
Rent Control Act.

Chief Mihister Tan Sri
Dr Koh Tsu Koon said
yesterday the tribunal
could tackle specific
problems in places where
there were numerous
such buildings.

He said such areas
could be sub-divided to let

the tribunal handle the
complaints more effec-
tively.

“The move will enable

. a faster settlement,”
he told newsmen after re-
ceiving an European
Commission delegation
headed by its ambassador
Michel Caillouet.

On Tuesday, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim said a tri-
bunal would be set up to
oversee the repeal of the
Act, which was expected
to take effect on Sept 1.

The Deputy Prime Min-
ister said the Bill would
be tabled in Parliament in

March and gazetted on
Sept 1.

Last November, Dr Koh
had said the state would
need at least five years to
implement the policy as it
affected more than 60,000
people.

Dr Koh said the state
accepted the three-year
extension to handle cer-
tain cases, saying “we
will try to cope with the
shorter time-frame.”

“The transitional period
will allow tenants and
landlords to enter 1nto
some form of tenancy
agreements to increase

the rental,” he said.

Dr Koh advised those
affected to discuss with
their landlords on the new
adjustments without any
social conflicts.

“Landlords should be
considerate to tenants
and should both parties
have problems they can
still refer to the existing
rent tribunal under the
present Act until Septem-
ber,” he said.

He urged building own-
ers not to. speculate on
prices of their properties
as this could push them to
an unrealistic level.

By CHEAH UI-HOON

serving.

Consumers Association of Pe-

PENANG: Rent-controlled build-
ings housing commercial estab-
lishments should be decontrolled
first because such businesses can
better afford market-rate rentals,
said the Penang Heritage Trust.

Its vice-president, Dr Choong
Sim Poey, said rent-controlled
premises, especially those along
Beach Street, were worth pre-

“The state should provide in-
centives to houseowners to re-
store and preserve their build-
ings before or together with the
implementation of the repeal,” he
added.

Penang Ratepayers Association
chairman Datuk Lim Chong Keat
urged the Federal Government to
make the draft bill available to
ratepayers and landowners.

nang president S. M. Mohd Idris
urged the Government to clarify
the tribunal’s role, functions and
powers to resolve social prob-
lems that would arise from the
repeal of the Rent Control Act.

“Sych problems include the dis-
location of large numbers of ur-
ban poor, loss of livelihood and a
change in the character of cit-
ies.” he said in a statement.



Penang property owners not gefti

THE Rent Control Act 1966 has be-
come such an explosive issue be-
cause the authorities have neglect-
ed to address the problem until
now.

Present rentals for the most part
are way out-of-date and grossly un-
fair to the property owners.

The protection for tenants has
been abused by some chief tenants
and tenants who have sublet the
premises for enormous gain while
allowing the properties to rot.

That said, an automatic over-
night repeal would be a disastrous

swing to the other side of the pen- .

dulum. It would be a better idea to
phase out rent control over five or
10 years, while enlarging the ca-
pacity of the Rent Control Tribunal
to handle a case-by-case review
with speed and efficiency.

The Penang government should
form a state-level committee, invit-
ing the relevant NGOs and md1v1d—
uals to formulate policies — with
regard to commercial tenants,
chief tenants, sub-tenants and
hardship cases — thereby drawing
up a programme for selective de-
control over a period of time.

Some special issues should be
taken into consideration:

1. The welfaré of the tenants.
This includes protection for ten-
ants and/or assistance in obtaining
alternative affordable. housing.

Hardship cases (single, elderly
tenants) shoald be identified and

glvnnuspeenbiuéggiswhcesr}thaém‘gw mqqfe SRV pifstdents \%o%{émw‘tm&hmm By oSt R ‘tii%hf)”'ﬁ‘tsut‘h

out rent control will also provide
time for affordable housing to be
built.

2. Keeping the residential char-
acter of the city. The experience of
other cities have shown that it is
neither desirable nor sustainable to
allow all residential premises‘in the
inner city to be converted to com-
mercial premises just because
commercial rentals are higher.

Unless a certain degree of the
residential function is kept, the in-
ner city will be plagued with prob-
lems such as crime and vandalism.
City blocks will be deserted by
night and become a hang-out for
drug addicts and other undesira-

" A MAJOR LANDMARK . .. the Kapitan Kiing Mosque in Penang.

will suffer from this “inner-city
blight” as well as lack of amenities
and services.

. 3. Protection for historic commu-

- nities. There are pockets of tradi-

tional neighbourhoods, some con-
sisting of historic minorities who
have lived here for a century or
more.

Some examples are the Indian
community around Market Street,
the Indian-Muslim community
around Kapitan Kling Mosque and
the Straits Chinese community
around Muntri Street.

They are the soul of the city. If
these people are displaced, the au-
thentic cultural traditions that

make the inner city so interesting

"Prime Minister has warned,

n

pear with them.
No matter what happens,

our

we
should make sure that nasi kandar
tastes the same in the year 2020.

4. Heritage conservation. Protec-
tion for heritage buildings and con-
servation areas should be in place
before Rent Control is removed.

If heritage building owners wish
to restore their buildings, the mu-
nicipal council should give fast ap-
proval to restoration plans, special
incentives and priority in decon-
trolling their premises.

Not all pre-war houses require
Juxury restoration. Some of these
houses only need to have the roof
repaired, a new toilet put in, and
some rewiring dane. Thus the rent-
als can be reviséd accordingly, re-
flecting the modest investment put
into the nroperty.

The authorities and the public
need to be educated about the cul-

- tural value and physical soundness

of heritage buildings. Contrary to
the bad press they have received,
the majority of Malaysia’s pre-war
buildings are inherently physically
sound.

The more-than-a-century-old
Syed Alatas Mansion in Armenian
Street, which np doubt looked filthy
before restoration, certainly
proved that it had retained its
beauty and physical integrity be-
neat}{ the dilapidated appearance.

To quote a timber expert from
Frim, when pre-war houses catch
fire, the timbers char but do not

Jiitancs

The cause of fire can usually be
traced to plywood partitions, stor-
age of newspapers or plastics, or
faulty wiring — all common in pre-
mises which have been subdivided
for multiple tenancy.

Some rent-controlled lawyers’ of
fices, overcrowded and crammec
with paper files, arc of course cs
pecially combustible.

As for pre-war buildings that suf-
fer from cracks, one does not have
to look very far to spot some pcr-
cussion piling works being carried
out at an adjacent site.

There will be the small number
of old buildings which are in dan-
ger of collapse from decades of ne-
glect, but fewer still which are be
yond restoration.

This assessment should be made
by a building inspector who is spe-
cifically trained in this area, not 'm'
develcpers or owners who simpls
want an excuse to pull their ‘.fu;»
tage building down.

It is not good enough to leave in-
ner-city development to market
forces, as if people did not matter.

Urban improvement pro-
grammes should be introduced
quickly so that the vision of an en-
hanced, upgraded and dynamic his-
toric inner city will be realised. We
can learn from the countless e
dents of inncr-city rehabilitation

.carried out by responsible and re

sponsive local authorities in other

cities.

KHOO SALMA NASUTION,
Penang. \
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The Municipal Council, the Prangin Mall,
and the damaged inner-city buildings

B Fabruary 'q7
NEW STRAITS TIMES

By Agnes James

PENANG, Sun. — Resi-
dents affected by the Pran-
gin Mall project want the
authorities to ensure the
project does not continue
and that immediate steps
be taken to remedy the
damage to their homes and
commercial lots.

The residents, calling
themselves the Tanjong
Area Crack-Affected Homes
Representative Action
Committee, claimed the ex-
cavation works carried out
by the developers of the
Prangin Mall had resulted
in underground water
movement. .

They alleged this had led
to ground instability and
the emergence of cracks on
buildings and pavements in
the vicinity.

A number of houses near
the project have such huge
cracks running along their
walls and floors that one
could put a fist through
them.

The area is important to
Penang’s cultural heritage
as it has numerous heri-
tage shophouses, a mosque
and several Chinese associ-
ation buildings.

According " to the resi
dents’ committee headed
by Lau Heng' Loon, about
1,500 to 2,000 ‘people were
affected by the excavation

works and 63 of them had
lodged police reports as
their properties were badly
affected. Lau said 50 more
were expected to do so.

The problem was first
highlighted when = occu-

"pants of old shophouses

nearby  complained that
their homes suffered cracks
caused by the construction
of the seven-storey shop-
ping mall with a half-storey
basement. Subsequently,
cracks also appeared at the
adjacent 65-storey Komtar
complex.

Following reports in all
the major dailies, the Pe-
nang Island Municipal
Council issued a stop-work
order on the project three
days ago.

This was after repeated
requests by the council for
the developers — Getaran
Unggul Sdn Bhd and Idris
Hydraulic Properties Sdn
Bhd — to submit a geo-
technical report went un-
heeded.

Lau commended the de-
veloper of the Metrojaya

roject, also situated near-

y, which had taken all
precautionary measures
during its excavation and
piling works and therefore
did not affect the surround-
ing areas. S R

-“1 don't understand why
the Prangin ‘Mall develop-
ers cannot do the same,” he

said.

The affected residents to-
day issued a joint state-
ment with the Consumers
Association of Penang.

- The statement, read by
CAP legal adviser Meenak-
shi Raman at a Press con-

ference, said that given the .

nature of the problem, de-

spite the stop-work order,
damage to buildings and.

structures were bound to
continue.

They said immediate
mitigation mezasures must
be taken by the developers
to ensure that no further
damage was caused to the
buildings and the sur-
rounding area.

They also urged the
council to ‘monitor all
structures in the vicinity to
ensure there was no col-
lapse of buildirgs.

“We suggest that a task-
force be set up comprising
representatives of the resi-
dents and the council to de-
termine the extent of the
damage and losses suffered
by the residents.” Meenak-
shi said. adding that the
residents mus: be kept in-
formed about the findings
of the geo-techinical experts
and the remecial measures
being undertaken.

“As the situation is be-
coming serious, we are ex-
tremely concemed over the
safety of human lives and

buildings in the surround-
ing area of the project.

“CAP’s recent investiga-
tions found ‘that the lug-
gage room in the Shangri-la
Hotel at Jalan Magazine
had cracks in the walls and
the street fronting the hotel
was uneven. y

“Pedestrian walkways
and pavements had
cracked while roads around
the area had sunk and had
to be patched up,” she said.

Meanwhile, the Penang
Heritage Trust also voiced
its concern during the
Press conference today. Its
honorary secretary Khoo
Salma Nasution said the
council should have been
alert to the potential dam-
age caused by the develop-
ment.

“The council has a duty
to enforce the Street, Drain-
age and Building Act 1974
Section 70, which requires
developers to submit and
obtain approval for earth-
work plans.

“They should also en-
force the Penang Island
(Earthworks) By-laws 1875
which stipulates that earth-
work plans and specifica-
tions should comply with
certain codes of practice
and include ‘precautions to
protect the adjoining lands,
buildings, roads and other
properties,’” she said in a
Press statement.
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STOP WORKpaI o it

Yaacob Mohamad pasting a stop-work notice
at the site office of the Prangin Mall project
near Komtar yesterday afternoon.

" Council legal adviser M. Murgan said the no-
tices were sent to Idris Hydraulic Properties
Sdn Bhd as the owner of the upcoming build-
ing, Penang Development Corporation (PDC)
as the landowner, confractor Penas Construc-
tion Sdn Bhd and architect Teoh Seng Keong.

They have been ordered to stop all excava-
tion works immediately.

Any parties found breaching the notice will
be prosecuted under Section 70(A)(9) of the
Road, Drainage and Building Act 1974.

On Thursday, council president Dr Teng
Hock Nan said Idris Hydraulic had not submit-
ted a complete report on the geo-technical

. studies with regard to further excavation.

By CHEAH UI-HOON

PENANG: Architect Datuk Lim
Chong Keat, a member of the
original planning and design
consortium for the billion-ring-
git Komtar project, wants the
public to be kept informed of
Prangin Mall, which is the pro-
ject’s fourth phase.

He expressed concern
whether the mall project, for
which a stop-work order was
issued on Thursday pending
geo-technical studies, was re-
lated to the original plan for
Komtar and the original densi-
ties.

Lim said the approved plot
ratios, car-park and traffic im-
plications should be made
known as the project was on
public land administercd by
the Penang Development Cor-
poration.

“The public need to be in-
formed of the latest plans, es-
pecially i they have changed
radically from the original ur-

ban design and planning pro-
posals for the five phascs as
published in 1973,” he said in
an interview,

Prangin Mall, which includes
a proposed nine-storey shop-
ping complex, a department
store and supermarket and a
food court, is under phase four
of Komtar’s five-phase devel-
opment.

Lim was responding to re-
ports on the Penang Municipal
Council’s stop-work notice to
developer Idris Hydraulic
Properties to halt all excava-
tion works at the 2ha site for
the mall project.

Council president Dr Teng
Hock Nan said on Thursday ex-
perts from the Public Works
Institute (Ikram) in Kuala
Lumpur would also be engaged
to conduct geo-technical stud-
ics on the stability of Komtar
tower and the soil structure of
its surroundings.

tie had said there were no

member of the original

planning and design consortium

structural cracks but con-
firmed cracks had appeared on

the pavement of Komtar.
Lim said he had no know;

edge of the Prangin

Mal

ject, but noted that il @t

larger and
original proposais (for

storey

podium

bulkier tha

a four

structure},

1t

would impose “additior

ing not only on
but also on the
traffic conditions

Lim, who is also Pen
Ratepayers Association [
dent, said the council ac
rightly in issuing the stop-
order on the developer if pi
lic safety was th
construction wor

eatened
ANT.

“The council is in §
tion to scrutinise the
plans and building t
to ensure complianc:
safety standards ... if
was further evidence of |
or unexpected subsoil
lems, then proper studi
tests would be nee

o

er, he added the
ad ived no infors
zhout structural or suj
faults on Komtar bu
self, and he had not bee
sulted to date on any
problems.
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Mall project controversy
a lesson on development

By A. Kathirasen

THE hottest topic in Penang
at present is the Prangin
Mall project.

It was supposed to be a
major private sector project
designed with utililty and
beauty in mind.

The seven-storey shop-
ping mall with a half-storey
basement was supposed to
add lustre to the area
around Komtar.

Today, even before it can
take shape, it is creating
consternation and anger
among some 2,000 residents
in the area. »

The reason: About 150
buildings in the area are
cracking-up, including a
section of the Komtar build-
ing.

It is believed that excava-
tion work on the Prangin
Mall project has resulted in
the migration of water un-
derground and this has led
to the instability of the
ground.

As a result, cracks are ap-
pearing on the buildings

~and pavements in the vicini-

ty. This is the theory that
has the greatest currency at
present. And no one has re-
futed it, not even the devel-
opers.

About two months ago re-
ports of cracks slowly sur-
faced.

It has been reported that
cracks have been spotted in
buildings along Lebuh Lin-
tang and on Komtar at the
Super Komtar and Yaohan
supermarket areas.

Buildings along Jalan
Sungai Ujong, Jalan Pintal
Tali, Jalan Magazine Lebuh
McNair, Lebuh Lintang, Le-
buh Noordin, Jalan Lim
Chwee Leong and Jalan Ria
have also been affected by
cracks.

The fact that these are old
houses, mostly pre-war,
probably makes them more
prone to suffering cracks.

Following complaints by
the affected residents, the
Penang Island Municipal
Council slapped a stop-work
order on the developers of
the project — Idris Hydrau-
lic Properties and Getaran
Unggul Sdn Bhd — on Jan
30

The Consumers Associa-
tion of Penang, the local
MCA branch, Tanjung MP
Lim Kit Siang and the vocal
ad-hoc committee called the
Tanjung Area Crack-Affect-
ed Homes ‘Representative
Action Committee have
shown more than concern
over the cracks.

As has council president
Dr Teng Hock Nan, who re-
cently visited the affected
houses.

Chjef Minister Tan Sri
Koh Tsu Koon has directed
that the matter be investi-
gated and a solution found.

Meanwhile, Lim wants
the area to be declared a
disaster area.

The developers of the
Prangin Mall have been
rather quiet all this while,
except for Tuesday when
their architect issued a
Press statement stating that
they were submitting the
project’s geo-technical re-
port to the council that eve-
ning.

Architect Teoh Seng
Keong said the developers
were complying with a re-
quest from the council for
such a report. The request
was in fact made on Jan 20.

He said the Prangin Mall
concept and architecture
plans were accepted and ap-
proved by the Penang Devel-

opment Corporation before
it was submitted officially
to the council which subse-
quently approved the plans.

The State Government
has called in a team from
the Malaysian Public Works
Institute, or Ikram, to assess
the immediate remedial and
mitigation measures need-
ed. The Ikram team arrived
on Thursday morning.

Koh said: “The State Gov-
ernment is fully aware of
the potential dangers that
this problem may pose to
the residents and those who
work inside the affected
buildings.

“We have to make sure
that the remedial measures
taken will address the issue
adequately. “That’s why we
need the independent view
of Ikram to guide us.”

Sri Tanjung is sure the

issue will drag on for some
time.
. What is important at pre-
sent is to ensure the subsi-
dence poses no danger to the
people staying in the affect-
ed houses or those working
or shopping in Komtar and
its vicinity.

Then, the affected resi-
dgnts should be compensat-
ed.

The State authorities
should look again at allow-
ing mega development pro-
jects in the over-crowded
city centre.

They should study the soil
stability, especially near the
shore areas of the city.

And it would be worth-
while for the State authori-
ties to always Keep this in
mind: while development is
good, it must be measured
against its effects on the
people.

It must displace the least
number of people and cause
the least possible inconve-
nience to residents.

At the end of the day, it is
people who matter. Not
buildings. Not money. Not
development per se.
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JTkram team

to check on

Prangin Mall

REPAIRS TO NO AVAIL ...

A shophouse along
Jalan Sungai Ujong is victim to development.

PENANG, Thurs. — A team
from the Malaysia Public
Works Institute (Ikram)
has been deployed to deter-
mine immediate remedial
measures -for the Prangin

" Mall project.

The Ikram team, which
arrived this morning, is ex-
pected to study the geo-
technical report submitted
by the project’s developers
— Getaran Unggul Sdn Bhd
and Idris Hydraulic Proper-
ties Sdn Bhd — before com-
ing upswith its own report.

Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr
Koh Tsu Koon said today
the team, headed by direc-
tor Yahaya Ahmad, would
meet Penang Island Munic-
ipal Council engineers and
State Infrastructure Facili-
ties, Transportation and
Telecommunications Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Dr
Hilmi Yahaya and brief
them on its findings.

“The State Government
is fully aware of the poten-
tial dangers that this prob-
lem may pose to the resi-
dents and those who work
inside the affected build-
ings,” he said.

An estimated 2,000 people
live in the surrounding
area of the seven-storey
shopping mall. Thousands
more work at the nearby
65-storey Komtar.

Excavation work at the
site is believed to have re-
sulted in the loss of under-
ground water, leading to
ground instablity and the
emergence of  serious
cracks on buildings and
pavements in the vicinity.
About 150 houses are said
to have developed cracks.

Koh said: “We have to
make sure that the remedi-
al measures will address
the issue adequately.

“That’s why we need the
independent view of Ikram
to guide us,” he said.

When asked if the move
to get Ikram to conduct an
independent study implied
that the damage was seri-
ous, Koh replied: “No, we
(the State Gove 1ent)

view it seriously and we do
not want to waste time.”

On whether the project
would be scrapped, Koh
said doing this would wors-
en the situation as-the de-
veloper might abandon it
altogether.

“I think the main thing is
that the developer has been
asked to stop work and we
are now looking at the re-
medial work to be done,”
he said.

However, affected resi-
dents feel otherwise. They
want the underlying prob-
lem of sub-soil movement
to be addressed.

Tanjong Area Cracks Af-
fected Homes Representa-
tive Action Committee
chairman Lau Heng Loon
said the only measures tak-
en by the developers have
been to patch up surface
cracks.

“We want them to ad-
dress the sub-soil condi-
tions- and not just to keep
patching up cracks which
recur.

“We were initially as-
sured by the project engi-
neers that measures to pre-
vent the situation from
deteriorating would be tak-
en,” he told the New Straits
Times.

“We are faced with a situ-
ation which worsens each
day as our lives are placed
in jeopardy,” he added.

Lau also expressed the
residents’ disappointment
over Koh's reluctance to
meet them.

“We have forwarded a
letter to the Chief Minister
requesting a meeting and
daily calls to his office end
up with us being told to be
patient,” he said.

The project was halted
following a stop-work order
issued by the council on
Jan 30, after repeated re-
quests for the developers to
submit a geo-technical re-
port went unheeded. The
report was only submitted
last Tuesday.



