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PHT Moves into
Armenian Street

It's official. The Penang Heritage
Trust is moving office into the Her-
itage Centre. Penang (Pusat
Warisan Pulau Pinang) at 128 Ar-
menian Street. We vacated our 19
Jalan Kelawei premises on 28 May
1998.

We are very grateful to the Chief
Minister and the Yang DiPertua of
the Majlis Perbandaran Pulau
Pinang for giving their approval at
the State Conservation Committee
meeting in April. At the most re-
cent meeting in May, they reiter-
ated their approval. Now we are
only waiting for bureaucratic clear-
ance to move in. We are confident
that this clearance will not take a
fraction as long as the Suffolk
House land transfer.

In exchange, the Penang Heritage
Trust has committed itself to or-
ganising community dialogues be-
tween the Penang state govern-
ment and the inner city stake-hold-
ers who are affected by the repeat
of rent control. Being based at the
Heritage Centre, in the middle of
the Six Conservation Zones, will
the people who live and work in
the inner city and build up support
for the proposed conservation
guidelines. .

We also felt that the Heritage Cen-
tre, Penang, should have a contact
person whom the inner city occu-
pants can approach for advice on

“heritage matters. For some time
now, the Manager of the Heritage
Centre, Mr.Chin, has been single-
handedly manning the Heritage
Centre. As Mr. Chin often has to
run errands requiring him to be out
of the office and visitors who wan-
der into the Heritage Centre, often
find that there is no one to enter-
tain them except the security guard.
Now Mr. Chin ison long leave and
only a new recruit, Latifah, is there
to hold the fort.

If and when the Penang Heritage
Trust moves in, our Executive Sec-
retary Priscilla will be able to help
entertain the visitors and handle in-
quiries about heritage matters. If we
can organise enough volunteers.
we also hope to help the Heritage

Centre set up and run its Souvenir
Counter, which has been dormant
since the Centre's opening in 1996.
Any volunteers who wish to help
with the new office and souvenir
centre, please contact Priscilla at
0164109311 until weget our new
phone line.

Dialogues with
Communities Af-

fected by Rent

Control Repeal

The Penang Heritage Trust will
now start to organise dialogues be-
tween the Penang State Govern-
ment and the stake-holders in the

. sixconservation zones who are af-

fected by the repeal of rent control.
The stake-holders include people
who live and work in the inner city,
the landowners and tenants, the as-
sociations and their members, and
anyone who is interested in the
human, social and economic devel-
opment of the historic inner city.

The groundwork for the dialogues
has begun. Initially, we have iden-
tified several groupings, namely the
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Kapitan Kling Mosque's Indian
Muslim community, the Muntri
Street-Love Lane residents and as-

“ sociations, the Beach Street trad-

ers, the five Hokkien Kongsis and
the Little India traders. We welcome
others - PHT members or not - to
help us mobilise other groups who
are interested in having dialogues
on the repeal of rent control.

The dialogues will cover urban re-
habilitation issues, housing issues
and physical upgrading of infra-

. Structure and the public realm.

Shophouses -

For Living and
Working

Under the Rent Control Repeal
Comumittee chaired by the State Ex-
ecutive Councillor, Dr. Toh Kin
Woon, the three state assembly-
men whose constituencies cover
the inner city areas have started
gathering detailed surveys. The
surveys will show. how many resi-
dents are affected by the Rent Con-
trol Repeal, whether they are able
to afford low-cost housing else-
where or whether they would pre-
fer to stay in the inner city.

Noone js denying the fact that Rent
Control is obsolete, has deprived
property owners of a fair income
and has led to the deterioration of
the inner city housing conditions.
The Rent Control Repeal is a fait
accompli and there is no postpon-
ing the repeal. However, in other
countries, rent control has always
been phased out and not repealed
overnight). The phasing out (which
should have begun ten or twenty
years ago) is usually accompanied
with an urban rehabilitation
scheme to make sure that the qual-
ity of the inner city housing is im-
proved as a result. Now, we simply
have to find the fastest and most
cost-effective means of redressing
the situation.

With the economic slowdown, there



is less likelihood of immediate re-
development of the vacated herit-
age properties, at least for the mo-
ment, but wit more properties com-
ing on sale in the inner city every
week. it is feared that the trend will
lead to urban blight and the inner
city will be overtaken by derelic-
tion, decay and drug lords.

Someone asked the question - as-
suming that the government is suc-
cessful in building all the low-cost
housing required, and in relocating
all the inner city residents out of
the city, then what would happen
to the inner city? It would be a dead
city, catering only to offices by day,
deserted by night.

In fact. there is a great deal of po-
tential residential space within the
inner city, and the rehabilitation of
this space could prove a viable al-
ternative to building low-cost hous-
ing in remote areas. Over the years,
many shophouses’occupants have
maintained shops on the ground
floor but have left the upper floors
in disrepair. with leaking roofs and
creaky floorboards. This is be-
cause, due to the rent control situ-
ation, owners have neglected keep-
ing their buildings in good condi-
tion. Another reason is that even
for shophouses which are on mar-
ket rent, the downstairs rental is
usually three times more than the
upstairs rental and therefore the
upstairs is only used as storage
space or left vacant because it was
not considered worth renting out.

In addition, there are many fire sites
- buildings which have been dam-
aged by fire, which have been left
vacant and sometimes have trees
growing out of them. By right, these
buildings could be served with a
nuisance order because they pose
a public hazard, serve as hide-outs
for drug addicts and breeding
places for mosquitoes. These build-
ings can be easily rehabilitated to
provide more residential and com-
mercial space.

Last but not least, many
shophouses have already been il-
legally converted to warehousing.
They pose- a fire hazard to the
neighbourhood and could be con-
sidered for conversion back to resi-
dential use.

What it takes to upgrade buildings
for residential use is simply to re-
pair the roofs and floorboards
andput a toilet upstairs. This is a
more economically viable and sus-
tainable solution than considering
wholesale redevelopment during
these credit starved times.
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Vision

The historic inner city of George
Town is the spiritual and cultural
heart of Penang, where most of our
19th century religious and cultural
institutions arc concentrated. If in-
ner city George Town is going
tosurvive this transition and be-
come an economically vibrant
multicultural living heritage city, we
need to mobilise all the stakeholders
and come up with a new vision and
plan to ensure that people will con-
tinue to stay, though probably at
higher rents, within the inner city.

As we approach the 21st century,
we find that the model of commer-
cial city centres where nobody lives
is becoming obsolete. Most Euro-
pean capitals have revitalised their
historic inner cities in order to con-
serve their cities" most important
cultural areas and for improving
quality of life for all. Even Singa-
pore has made great strides in con-
serving some parts of the old city
as a means of passing on to the
younger generation a sense of iden-
tity and cultural values.

The old vision for the inner city of
George Town was never debated,
but was implicitly enshrined in the
present "commercial zoning". This
zoning destines that every property
will be considered for redevelop-
ment into a potential shopping mall
or office space, and assumes that
the streets should be accommodat-
ing as many cars as possible.

A new vision is needed, which in-
volves some sort of mixed use zon-
ing and promotes the ‘traditional
pattern of 'living above the shop'
as a strategy for sustainable de-
velopment. In addition to preserv-
ing the heritage buildings, the new
vision would take into account the
needs of small family business as
the needs of inner city residents
and families, the importance of our
age-old cultural traditions and his-
toric minorities and the whole so-
cial fabric of the city. The new vi-
sion should also be a city that is
pedestrian friendly, child friendly,
disable friendly, in short - a people-
friendly heritage city.

Tan Teong Kooi
bows out

Tan Teong Kooi, aged 60, who has
served as the Executive Secretary
of the Penang Heritage Trust since
December 1993 recently retired from
his position.

Teong Kooi joined us after teach-
ing at the Penang Free School

where, as an Art and English
teacher, he posed as an inspiring
mentor to countless Penang Free
School boys. Some of his gifted
students have gone on to become
Malaysia's most outstanding art-
ists, musicians and literati.

Teong Kooi himself, a writer and
artist, used his creative energies
and personal influence to help
build up the Penang Heritage
Trust. He organised many talks on
his own initiative, and stayed
through them all, stepping out only
for an occasional smoke. He also
used his old faithful MG to get him
to more meetings in those three
years than he had attended in his
entire life.

Teong Kooi's wife Joyce was the
uncomplaining and unpaid secre-
tary who actually took care of all
the accounts and tidied up all those
administrative matters which tend
to escape an artist's attention.

Teong Kooi was the exclusive edi-
tor for the Penang Heritage Trust
newsletter, in which he managed to
raise the standards of heritage com-
mentary to that of literary critism.
Writing without fear or favour, his
sharp wit and sacarsm made the
detractors of heritage more than a
little uncomfortable. He could not
resist reminding the public authori-
ties - who are the custodians of our
built heritage - that the public in-
terest of heritage must never be
sacrificed for the private interest of
profits.

Teong Kooi began his second ca-
reer protesting against the widely
publicised illegal demolition of
Metropole Hotel at Jalan Sultan
Ahmad Shah in 1993, and bowed
out fuming against the demolition
of "nine colonial buildings" along
Lebuh Farquhar in April 1998. It's
been an eventful four and halfyear
for heritage.

Retired but not withdrawn, Teong
Kooi will doubtless continue to
surprise us with his unwaning tal-
ents. Perhaps we might expect a
semi-fictional novel set among the
smoky jazz joints, the sunset
beaches, the beckoning ruins of
Suffolk House, and the midnight
nasi kandar of old Penang which
Teong Kooi so dearly loves.

Priscilla steps in

Priscilla Charles-Chee is our new
Executive Secretary. She is well
known to many of us, having
worked for thirteen years as the
secretary of the Alliance Francaise
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8pm Thursday, 25 June 1998

at the Caring Society Complex (Pusat Masyarakat Penyayang Pulau Pinang),
Jalan Utama, Penang (next to the Govemnor’s Residency).

Conserving Botanic Gardens

- & Cultural Landscapes

by Professor Ken Taylor, University of Canberra

TR TE R RAO NI RGO R

Distinctive cultural landscapes such as Penang Hill and the Penang Botanic Gardens are
among the most loved places in Penang. The threat of inappropriate development to
these places has awakened a groundswell of protest which clearly demonstrates a strong
public attachment to places where people can partake of nature. This attachment needs
to be developed into a willingness to protect our natural heritage and recreational spaces,
and to conserve them for future generations.

Ken Taylor, Professor of Landscape Architecture at the University of Canberra,
Australia, is co-director of the Cultural Heritage Research Centre, past president of the
Australian Institute of Landscape Architects and a member of Australia ICOMOS. He
was chief editor of Canberra The Guide: A fresh perspective on Australia’s Capital City
(1997), and numerous recent papers such as "Valuing the Ordinary: An Australian
Perspective” and "It is ourself we are making out there". His research project "Aesthetic
Values and Coastal Resources" was funded by the Australian Heritage Commission.

Prof. Taylor will talk on open space links and cultural landscapes, their meaning,
heritage values and cultural contexts. Using slides of botanic gardens around
the world, he will illustrate the principles of cultural landscape conservation.

He will present a typical approach to establishing the significance and integrity of

materials, design, setting and association, showing successful examples
of the conservation and reconstruction of various gardens around the world.

Prof. Ken Taylor is brought to Penang as the international speaker for the Sustainable Penang Initiative
roundtable on Cultural Vibrancy (27-28 June 1998) organised by SERI Penang.
Further inquiries, contact:
Selvi, Socio-Economic & Environmental Research Institute (SERI Penang).
Tel (604) 645 1710, Fax (604) 645 1807, Email seripg@tm.net.my
Sustainable Penang Initiative homepage: http://www.seri.com.my/spi/
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Staries by CHOONG KWEE KIM
Photos by LIM HONG LEONG,
LAWRENCE SEOW and K.T. GOH

HE aged caretaker
removes a pair of ol
wooden  signboards
from a dank corner of
a pre-war building
and gingerly wipes the dust and
-obwebs off the brittle wood.

After a while, two columns of
crafted Chinese verses based on
the characters heng and woh (in
Cantonese, prosperity and harmo-
nvi, which used to adorn the main
doars of the Penang Chinese Heng
Woh Goldsmith Employees Union
early this century, are revealed.

By the end of this centurv, Chan

Ah Loon will no longer need to dust -

them or the antique chairs which
are the most valuable assets in the
sparsely-furnished rented premises.

These items will have to be
removed or sold off if the union
cannot afford to, pay higher rentals
mnce the repeal of the Rent Control
Act 1966 comes into effect by the
“ear 2000

Sitting under an old whirring
fan in another part of the room to
chat over Chinese tea, play
mahjong or read newspapers, are
ather union members who once
warked as jewellery craftsmen, like
Chan.

Time seems to stand still in this
Jalan Sungai Ujong corner of
George Town. But lurking beneath
this veneer of tranquillity is a
sense of foreboding and uncertain-
ty for Chan and, to a lesser extent,
union members who often visit the
place to relax and socialise.

If the union fails apart after los-
ing its tenancy in this prime com-
mercial area to another higher-
paying tenant, a 63-year-old bache-
lor like Chan will have

Standing on shaky ground

Last September, the repeal of the Rent Control Act 1966 took effect.
However, until Dec 31, 1999, tenants of property under this Act still pay
a low rental rate based on a formula worked out by the Government.

Phoon Kwal Chor serving a cllent at his barber shop where his son also operates a
unisex salon upstairs. Though he belongs to a fast-disappearing breed, Phoon sees the

new wave of unisex hairdressers as a vibrant lot.

Right: The Penang Hairdressing And Waving Association, which has a more
affirmative vision of its future, has started to raise funds to relocate its present

headquarters in Jalan Dr Lim Chwee Leong.

George Town where the trade first
thrived.

“If the union is gone, [ may have
to stay at home and read books
instead,” says Hor, who takes a
half-hour bus ride from his Pulau
Tikus home almost every day to

meet up with old buddies.

Heng Woh's chairman Tan Teow
Hong says the union doubts its
ability to afford market-rate reatal
in two years' time.

“If the landlord is willing to sell -

now at a reasonable price, we can

more to fear. -

“T will lose a place to stay,
lose my caretaker’s allow-
ance and become mou kah
hor kwai (in Cantonese,
homeless).

“At my age, a poor and
lonely man will worry
about having a decent bur-
ial when the time comes,’
he sighs.

In the past, the union,
like many other such asso-
ciations, normally saw to
the funeral arrangements
of immigrant members
from China who worked
here, remained bachelors
and died poor.

Such organisations, whe-
ther for people of the same
trade or clan, are often a
source of financial and social
support for members and
their children’s education.

But now, the impending
repeal has not only shaken
the tenancy security of the
union, which is now paying
about RM260 rental
monthly, but also its very

existence.

Chan dreads the thought
of losing his only security —
the union, which is both his
employcr and surrogate
family. -

To the union’s 540 mem-
bers an the island and in
Butterworth, it would
mean the logs of an organi-
sation to unite and repre-
sent them.

Another old member, Hor
Wai Mun, 76, says the
social environment will
never be the same if the
union shifts from innercity
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Chan Ah Loon dusting the wooden signboards which used to adom the main doors of
the Panang Chinese Herig Woh Goldsmith Employees Union eary in the century.

try applying for a bank ioan and
organise fund-raising among mem-
bers.

“But with property prices expect-
ed to shoot up after the repeal in
two years, it is unlikely that the
landlord will want to sell, let alone
sell it cheap to a poor union,” he
says.

This general sense of indecision
is shared by several other organi-
sations which, like Heng Woh,
believe in secured tenancy before
the onset of the first phase of the
repeal last Sept 1. -

In the same boat are organusa-
tions lika Sam Sooi Wooi Koon
{ tation for d dants of
immigrants from Sam Sooi district
in Guangdong, China), the Penang
Hairdressing And Waving Associa-
tion, Penang Motor Drivers Associ-
ation, Thoe Yip Koong Sor (associa-
tion for pork butchers}, Penang Tai-
lors Association and Yip Yue Musi-
cal Association.

They are located within George
Town in Love Lane, Jalan Dr Lim
Chwee Leong, Noordin Street,
Kimberley Street. Muntri Street
and Transfer Road, respectively.

Most, especially those which
take pride in their rich historv, do
not wish to. see their associations
fade into oblivion because of the
repeal. They might resort to
increasing membership fees in
order to save their associations.

“At worst, we may have to hold
meetings at coffeeshops just like in
the old days,” says Tan.

Incidentally, Heng Woh is
believed to be one of the earliest
trade unions in Penang and is an
offshoot of the Penang Ta Kam
Hg.anzg (Goldsmiths Guild) set up in
1

Members of the guild comprised
a majority tong kah (in Cantonese.
bosses) and minority sai kah
(workers) who were predominantly
Cantonese during that time.

As the workers were outnum-
bered in the guild, they felt com-
pelled to set up their own club in
1907.. From an early membership

of about 50. the club has grown int
a union with 540 members.

In 1922, the workers went on
strike in protest against low wages
after negotiations ended in a stale-
mate. Their counterparts from
other states sent financial support
during the several months of stop-
work protest which ended
favourably for the workers.

Tan says the union now owns a
terrace house that acts as its But-
terworth branch office, but space
constraints and the !ocation make
it unsuitabie to hold activities and
big gatherings.

“We do not wish to !ose our head-
quarters on the jsland and sau s
(in Cantonese, wind up! because
our founders had fecught hard ¢
establish the union and improve
our ot,” says Tan,

Echoing his sentiments is Sam
Sooi Woui Koon secretary Ho Siew
Wai: “Getting the association regis-
tered was not easy in the past. It
will be an unforgivable # our
foretathers if we swrendeN_reg-
istration certificate now.”

The association is believed to
have been set up earlier than 1885
by immigrant workers from China’s
Sam Sooi district. A majority
worked in Penang in the foundry
and construction industries.

The Sam Scoi women, who
worked at construction sites carry-
ing bricks, were popularly known
as ang thau kin (in Hokkien, red
headscarf) because they wore a
trademark red scarf on their heads.

One of the better known leaders
of the association was Lye Kean
Hong, a China-born calligrapher
and classical poet whose works can
be seen on many Penang associa-
tion signboards.

Ho says the association applied
for cheap housing during last
year’s rent-control tenants regis-
tration exercise, but doubts the
application will be approved.

“But we won't give up,” he adds
with determination.

The association has about 90
members, most of whom are elder-
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HOUGH a small state
with 1.2 million peo-
ple, Penang has no
less than 100 clan

associations -~ each
distinetive by surname, dialect and
place of origin.

According to amateur historian
Chang Yong Mee, the majority of
Hokkiens in Penang originate from
the Zang Zhou and Quan Zhou
counties/prefectures in China's
Fujian province.

There are seven districts in Zang
Zhou and five in Quan Zhou, and
Penang Hokkiens still refer to
them as the Chit Kuai (in Hokkien,
-seven districts”) or Goh Kuai (“five
districts”™ respectively.

As most Penang Hokkiens come
from Quan Zhou, all five districts
have their own associations —
namely, the Chin Kang Associa-
zion, Tong Aun Kim Har Associa-
tion, Hui Aun Association, Um
Khuay Association and Lam Aun
Association,

The Cheang Chew Association,
on the other hand, represents ail
seven districts of Zang Zhou as a
county association. [t was set up in
1928 and can still be found in Sun-
gai Ujong Road.

The majority of Hokkiens from
Zang Zhou come trom the Hai Teng
diserict. says Chang.

Penang Hokkien Association
executive secretary Tan Thean
Whye says that although the Zang
Zhou Hokkiens arrived in Penang
first, there are more Quan Zhou
Hokkiens in the state today.

Ironically, although the state has _

more Hokkien Chinese today, the
Penang Hokkien Association, com-
prising 14 affiliates, was only set
up in 1967.

The oldest clan/provincial associ-
ation in Malaysia is the Kwang-
tung And Tengchow Association,
set up in 1795. [t comprises 18
members from the Kwangtung
association and one from the Teng-
chow association.

The Hokldens attached much im-
portance to lineage, and organised

Age-old ca
of the clans

"'\

Har Yang Sit Teik Tong Yeoh
Kongsi on Victoria Street.

still maintain their traditional
practices, especially ancestral wor-
ship. With this comes the elemen-
tary practice of admitting only
male members through whom the
clan name will be passed on from
generation to generation.

The association’s properties and”
general administration are taken
care of by a board of trustees. who
are usually either appointed or
elected for life. while members of
the executive committee fconsist-
ing of hoard urustees) are elected
once every one ur two years.

Clan members and their wives
can have their memorial tablets
placed at the association prenises
after death

Today. these associ~*ions iso
grant scholarships t roy
bers’ daughters. and ames of
female graduates are included on
an henour list displaved in thei
premises. - By Cheah Ui-Hoon

Khoo gs! In C.

their clan associations by giving pri-

ority to swrname or place of origin.
The Cantonese, however, set up

their association because there was

-a need for a body to administer

burial matters.

Chang says the first known tomb

at the Cantonese cemetery in
Mount Erskine dates back to 1795.
Most of the 100 clan associations

Sek Tong Cheah S| Kongs! on Armeénian Street.

Slumbering dragons in the city

@ FROM PAGE 5 '

mejor Hokkien clans in Penang, the Cantonese’
clan associations come under the umbrella of the
Kwangtung And Tengchow Association.

This 203-year-old association, which holds the
distinction of being the oldest in Malaysia and
Singapore, has plans to build a budget hotel in Sri
Bahari Road, having applied for the decontrolling
of eight premises before the Rent Control Act 1966
was repealed.

Except for two cases of preliminary develop-
ment involving not more than 100 rent-control
premises owned by the Khoo Kongsi and the
Kwangtung And Tengchow Association, the clans
are maintaining a “caretaker” role for the proper-
ties acquired by their ancestors since the mid-
1800s. Hence, commercial and residential tenants
of buildings owned by the various clans need not
worry about eviction for at least the next four w

Lfvgyears., . . .

Coming up with new direction und plans for the
rent-control properties is not that simple as there
is a fairamount of bickering and politicking when
trustees do not see eye-to-eye. Because trustees
are appointed for life, more than half of them are
now aged above 60.

Younger Chinese are not getting involved with
the associations, seeing that time and events have
overtaken the primary role of the associations,
that is to render assistance and financial security
to new arrivals from China. X

lith the decline of the clans’ glorious era ot
expansion and acquisition over the past 150 vears,
what we are left with today are slumbering drag:-
ons in George Town city. )

Nevertheless, with rising interest in local histo-
ry, and Penang’s push toward cultural and histor-
ical tourism, the new millennium might yet rede-
fine their roles and functions.

Still. the question remains: how long can the
tenants holdout? . _ . . - - = - == - ===~










