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   Editorial 
The end of 2014 is finally here! It has been a roller 
coaster ride from heritage alerts to celebrations 
commemorating important historical events in Penang. 
We certainly could not have done it without the 
great support from all of you. With this we thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for a brilliant year for 
heritage awareness and conservation. 

The survey response to preserve the heritage value 
of Soonstead garnered overwhelming response 
especially through the wonders of online surveys. It will 
be premature to say we have won the battle until we 
see the new proposal from the developer on how they 
will maintain Soonstead.  We did manage to get the 
attention of the local authorities through wide news 
coverage and we hope the development will not see 
Soonstead become insignificant to the site. Yes, the 
development will continue but priority will certainly 
be on preserving Soonstead. We hope to keep all of 
you posted on the progress of our discussions with the 
authorities and the developer.

Kampung Siam in Pulau Tikus has also received wide 
media coverage protesting the demolition of the 
current and only Siamese village in Pulau Tikus. The 
PHT is directly involved and is working with the local 
assemblywoman for the area to see how the village 
can be preserved. Let us not lose this village like how 
we lost our Kampung Serani in Pulau Tikus in the early 
90s. We are fortunate to hear from a Siamese villager 
who will share his personal views and worries on his 
endangered village.

We also would like to recognize the celebrations and 
historical events that took place recently in Penang. 
First would be the celebration of our very own Fort 
Cornwallis which clocked its 228th anniversary. Then 
there is also our beloved PHT that turned 28 years!  
PHT is where it is today because of you good people 
through support and membership. Then there is also the 
Battle of Penang celebrating 100 years since its tragic 
battle off the shores of Penang. What a fascinating 
story that the younger generation must know of.

During our Annual General Meeting held recently, we 
are ever so thankful for the great attendance from 
our dear members. Please contact our office if you 
have not received your detailed report and financial 

standings of PHT in 2013-2014. We appreciated 
the suggestions and feedback on how PHT can 
improve and organize activities that are more value-
add towards Penang’s heritage awareness and 
understanding. We have some pretty amazing site 
visits installed for the coming 2015 and possible some 
in Seberang Perai now that The Seberang Story has 
kicked-off.

In order for us to sustain our heritage efforts for 
Penang, we sincerely look forward to prompt 
renewals of memberships for 2015. As we function 
as a non-governmental organization, the monetary 
contribution through memberships and donations is 
what keeps us going for greater heritage excellence 
for our Penang. We are targeting to grow our 
membership listing through new memberships. So if 
you have relatives and friends back to Penang this 
festive season, get them to sign-up as members and 
receive notifications on our on-going activities.

Lastly, I want to take this opportunity on behalf of 
PHT to wish those that are celebrating this joyous 
season a Merry Christmas and to all a Happy New 
Year 2015! May the new year unite our continued 
support for heritage conservation, grow more 
awareness on the importance of tangible and 
intangible heritage and also the sharing of the rich 
history of Penang, including now Seberang Perai. 
Penang’s diverse history and its people involved in 
heritage is what makes Penang truly the Pearl of the 
Orient. 

By Trevor Sibert.
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HERITAGE ALERT: SIAMESE VILLAGEHERITAGE ALERT:  YOU SAVED SOONSTEAD:

Statement by the Penang Heritage Trust Siamese village

5 September 2014

Penang Heritage Trust (PHT) is delighted by the news that Soonstead’s developers have decided to withdraw 
their current planning application and amend their design so as not to destroy or demolish any part of this 
heritage building.

This is a great win for Penang’s heritage. We would like to convey our heartfelt thanks to everyone who signed 
the PHT petition to save Soonstead on change.org! Thousands of signatures and passionate comments have 
shown that heritage matters.

We are particularly grateful to YB Chow Kon Yeow for decisively handling this issue after listening to the voices 
of the petitioners.

PHT appreciates the developer’s cooperation and their willingness to modify their original plan. We hope 
this dialogue can continue, so that a truly sympathetic solution can be found which will complement the unique 
Soonstead site and setting and bring long term gains to the developer.

PHT would like to reassert its calls for a comprehensive review of heritage guidelines regarding Jalan Sultan 
Ahmad Shah, which is still facing threats from other proposed developments.

We ask MPPP to review its policy and guidelines and renew its commitment to conserve the special character of 
Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah. We also ask for a scrutiny of the inventory, in case other precious heritage buildings 
like Soonstead have been left out or somehow gone missing from the inventory.

We also ask for urgent attention and action for Runnymede Hotel and Shih Chung School which have been listed 
since 2013 on the Penang Heritage Trust list as Penang’s 7 Most Important Endangered Sites.

Khoo Salma Nasution
President, Penang Heritage Trust
Newspaper articles

The Star    
Soonstead Won’t Be Torn Down
http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/08/31/Soonstead-wont-be-torn-down-Developer-Hotel-plans-will-
raise-iconic-mansions-value/

The Malay Mail Online
Penang’s Soonstead saved from demolition
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/penangs-soonstead-mansion-saved-from-demolition

Pulau Tikus, a place in Penang island where I was 
born, grow, learn and reside till today has seen rapid 
changes in the late 90’s. Many tall skyscrapers in the 
form of luxury condo and hotels have since replaced 
pre-war houses and dwarf the rest of the houses 
around the area. When mentioned about Pulau Tikus, 
many would have thought that the community living 
here are of the rich and affluent class as there are 
many bungalows spread around this neighborhood. 
Not many would have known of the presence of this 
small Siamese community village where I’m living just 
beside the well-known Reclining Buddha Temple at 
Burma Lane. 

This village and the Buddhist temple stood on a piece 
of land granted by Her Majesty Queen Victoria 
in 1845 to the Burmese and Siamese community 
elected and appointed trustees. In the said grant, it 
was mentioned that the trustees and their successor 
or successors have no right to grant, bargain, sell, 
assign, transfer, convey or otherwise alienate the land 
or any part or parcel thereof but which shall remain, 
continue and be for the benefit of the Burmese and 
Siamese community of Prince of Wales Island (the 
colonial name of Penang island back then) and its 
dependencies forever.

Besides having a Thai Buddhist temple erected on 
that piece of land, it is home to Penang’s oldest 
Siamese-Burmese community, spanning as long as 
six generations. There is also a burial ground for 
the deceased of both the Burmese and Siamese 
community. As few Siamese & Burmese early settlers 
passed away or migrated, a number of houses in 
the village were then sold off or transferred to their 
next of kin and others. The Siamese community here 
has continued to play an important role till today 

in maintaining the Siamese culture and traditions in 
Penang and has been instrumental in the progress 
and development of the Thai Buddhist temple. The 
villagers here regardless of their origin have been 
very supportive to the many religious and Thai cultural 
events held such as Loy Krathong, Songkran, Kathina 
Day and Wesak Day.

Even though it was clearly restricted in the grant, 
this piece of land was somehow subdivided in year 
1994 and a parcel of the land on which the village 
now stood on was rezoned in 1996 and ownership 
transferred to a private limited company in year 
2013. All this was not made known to the community 
living here until a notice of eviction was sent out 
by the new land owner. The Siamese community 
and other villagers were left in the dark and have 
since sought help from the Pulau Tikus elected 
representative YB Yap Soo Huey. The legality of the 
land transfer and subdivision is now in question.

The oldest and only Siamese settlement in Penang will 
be gone if myself and the other villagers are to be 
evicted to make way for commercial development. If 
nothing was done to preserve this Siamese village, it 
would disappear like the other historical enclaves such 
as Kampung Serani in Pulau Tikus and Koay Jetty in 
George Town.

Standing for a good cause. Third from right, standing 
is YB Yap Soo Huey, Penang State Legislative Assembly 
representitive for the constituency of Pulau Tikus.

A banner hanging at the entrance to Kampung Siam.

By Nai Boonma Sararaks.
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MOST CELEBRATED FORT

Fort Cornwallis’ 228th Anniversary Celebration and Lighting Ceremony

Fort Cornwallis celebrated its 228th Anniversary on 
the 11th of August 2014, organized by Ewein Berhad, 
the Fort’s management company. The celebration 
started at 6pm and was graced by Malaysia’s Tourism 
and Culture Minister Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz and 
Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who launched 
the celebration. 

The anniversary was celebrated with a variety of 
events and programmes at the Esplanade. The fort 
was lit with colourful lights and the visitors given 
neon sticks and balloons. Stage performances 
include cultural dances, sand art demonstrations 
and acrobatic shows. Visitors were also treated to 
a special lighting up ceremony accompanied by a 
special showcase of fireworks to celebrate the Fort’s 
significance and history. 

The crowd also paid their respects to the passengers 
of the Malaysian Airlines flights MH370 and MH17. 
Thousands come to toast to the health of the iconic 
18th century fort that had drawn innumerous visitors 
over the centuries. 

Fort Cornwallis is one of the Class 1 heritage building 
and it is one of the most important icon of Penang. 
Built by the British East India Company in the 1786, the 
fort was named after the late 18th century Governor-
General of Bengal, India, Charles Marquis Cornwallis. 
The original fort was built of nibong palm by the 
Superintendent of Penang then Captain Francis Light. 
The island was given to him by the Kedah Sultanate. 
Fort Cornwallis is currently the largest standing fort 
in the country. Despite its role as a fort, it has never 
witnessed a battle in its history.

Photos taken from The New Straits Times and Penang 
Tourism News Website 
< http://www.visitpenang.gov.my/portal3/penang-tour-
ism-news/1916-fort-cornwallis-228th-anniversa-
ry-celebration-and-lighting-ceremony.html>.

By Trevor Sibert.

Fireworks lit up the skies above Fort Cornwallis. Decorated entrance of the Fort Cornwallis.

Flyer for the 228th Anniversary Celebration of Fort 
Cornwallis.
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The Battle of Penang took place on the 28th October 
1914, during World War I when the German cruiser 
SMS Emden sank two Allied warships. At the time, 
Penang was part of the Straits Settlement, a British 
Crown colony. In the early months of the war, it was 
heavily used by Allied naval and merchant vessels. 

Soon as the war had begun, the German East 
Asia Squadron left its base in Tsingtao, China. The 
squadron headed east for Germany, but one ship, the 
light cruiser SMS Emden under Lt. Commander Karl 
von Müller was sent on a solitary raiding mission. 

At about 4.30 am on 28th October, Emden appeared 
off the George Town roads and attacked the harbor 
and vessels. Captain von Müller had disguised his 
ship by rigging a false smoke stack, which made 
Emden resemble the British cruiser HMS Yarmouth. 
Once he had entered the harbor, however, he ran 
up the German naval ensign and revealed the true 
identify of his ship. Before any of the Allied naval 
vessels could respond to this, a torpedo was fired 
at the Russian protected cruiser Zhemchug, followed 
up with a salvo of shells which damanged the ship. 
As Zhemchug returned fire, a second torpedo was 
fired. The torpedo penetrated the forward magazine, 
causing an explosion that sank the Russian ship. 

Remembering the SMS Emden

Returning to the harbour from a patrol was the French 
destroyer Mousquet, under the command of a Lt. 
Théroinne. The Mousquet set off in pursuit of Emden, 
but was quickly sunk by the German ship. Amongst 
Zhemchug’s crew of 250, 88 had died and 121 were 
wounded. 

The Captain of the Zhemchug, Cmdr. Baron P. I. 
Cherkassov, went ashore that night to visit his wife. The 
keys for the ship’s magazine had been taken ashore 
and no lookouts had been posted. Cherkassov could 
only watch helplessly from the Eastern & Oriental 
Hotel as his ship sank to the bottom of the Straits. He 
was court-martialled for negligence and sentenced 
to 3 and a half years imprisonment, reduction in rank 
and expelled from the navy; his deputy, Lt. Kulibin, 
was sentenced to 1 and a half years in prison. 
However, Tsar Nicholas II changed both sentences to 
sending to the front as ordinary seamen. Both men 
later distinguished themselves in combat and were 
decorated with the Cross of St. George. 

Lt. Théroinne was amongst the Frenchmen lost aboard 
the Mousquet. Thirty-six French survivors out of a 
crew of 80 from the destroyer were picked up by 
the Emden, three of whom later died from their 
injuries. They were buried at sea at the insistence of 
von Müller. Two days later, the Germans stopped the 

SMS Emden launched in 1908
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INTANGIBLE HERITAGE

The PHT – 7 Terraces Living Heritage Treasures Awards

 Intangible Cultural Heritage encompasses the wealth 
of traditional knowledge, skills and practices of 
members of the community, passed down through 
generations. These traditional ways of life make up an 
essential part of the vast cultural tapestry of Penang’s 
past, as well as its present. In order to continue the 
transmission of this rich heritage to future generations, 
these cultural expressions must be protected, promoted 
and preserved.

In attempts to safeguard Penang’s intangible cultural 
heritage, the Penang Heritage Trust (PHT) created the 
Living Heritage Treasures Awards in 2005 to honour, 
acknowledge and give long-overdue recognition to 
our master craftsmen and women who have dedicated 
their lives to using traditional skills to create tangible 
and intangible products that are today an important 
part of our culture. The telling of these crafts people’s 
stories is an important step in creating greater public 

British steamer Newburn and transferred the remaining 
Frenchmen so that they could be conveyed to Sabang, 
Sumatra, then part of the neutral Dutch East Indies. 
Emden continued its raiding mission for another 10 
days, before being severely damaged and run 
aground at the Battle of Cocos. 

There are 12 Russian sailors that are buried on Penang 
and Pulau Jerejak. 

By Trevor Sibert.

Sources:
•  Frame, Tom. (2004). No Pleasure Cruise: The 
Story of the Royal Australian Navy. Sydney: Allen & 
Unwin 10-ISBN 1-74114-233-4; 13-ISBN 978-1-
74114-233-4 (paper)

• Hoehling, A.A. LONELY COMMAND A 
DOCUMENTARY Thomas Yoseloff, Inc., 1957.
• Hoyt, Edwin P. The Last Cruise of the Emden: 
The Amazing True World War I Story of a German-
Light Cruiser and Her Courageous Crew. The Lyons 
Press, 2001. ISBN 1-58574-382-8.
• Hohenzollern, Franz Joseph, Prince of EMDEN: 
MY EXPERIENCES IN S.M.S. EMDEN. New York: G. 
Howard Watt, 1928.
• Lochner, R. K. Last Gentleman-Of-War: Raider 
Exploits of the Cruiser Emden Annapolis: Naval Institute 
Press, 1988. ISBN 0-87021-015-7.
• McClement, Fred. Guns in paradise. Paper 
Jacks, 1979. ISBN 0-7701-0116-X.
• Mücke, Hellmuth von. The Emden-Ayesha 
Adventure: German Raiders in the South Seas and 
Beyond, 1914. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2000. 
ISBN 1-55750-873-9.

awareness of their presence, their skills and their 
immeasurable value to society.
The owners of Seven Terraces have joined PHT in this 
journey by committing a generous annual donation 
towards the Living Heritage Treasures Awards for the 
next seven years. Seven Terraces converted a row of 
seven nineteenth-century Anglo–Chinese terraces, into 
one of Penang’s finest boutique hotels. It is indeed an 
oasis of tranquillity, a classic yet sophisticated building 
set amidst the rich history of Penang and located in the 
heart of its World Heritage Site.

Sponsors like Seven Terraces have enabled PHT to 
continue with the Living Heritage Treasures Awards. 
Henceforth the award is now known as The PHT – 7 
TERRACES LIVING HERITAGE TREASURES AWARDS.

Source: Penang Heritage Trust Website.

Penang Story Lecture: Komtar and the Buckminster Fuller Connection
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PENANG’S TALLEST BUILDING

Penang Story Lecture: Komtar and the Buckminster 
Fuller Connection
Date: Saturday, 23 August 2014, 1.30pm to 4:30pm
Venue: KOMTAR, Auditorium A, Level 5

The talk included an Exhibition and a Tour of the 
Level 5, Auditorium A, Dewan Tunku Geodesic Dome, 
KOMTAR on Saturday, 23rd August 2014. The 
speaker is none other than Datuk Seri Lim Chong Keat, 
who has kindly accepted our invitation to share his 
experiences with us.

The eminent Datuk Lim Chong Keat DGPN, DSPN, BBM, 
APAM. FASc B.A. Hons. Arch. (Manchester), M.Arch. 
(M.I.T.), LL.D. honoris causa (Manchester) will be 
speaking on his experience and contributions on Urban 
Planning for George Town, (prior to the Planning Act); 
under the Central Area Planning Unit (CAPU) from 
1971 to 1973, which pioneered recommendations 
for Urban revitalization and Conservation. These 
plans lead to the proposals for the development of a 
Penang Urban Centre, later to be named KOMTAR, 
towards the revitalization of the city. The talk is set to 
be at Komtar, Auditorium A, 5th Floor on Saturday, 
23rd August 2014. It includes an Exhibition and Tour 
of the Dewan Tunku Geodesic Dome.

The saga of the building of Komtar (from 1974 to 
1985) will be recounted, including the geodesic dome 
called Dewan Tunku, which involved the participation 
of R. Buckminster Fuller, the world renowned 20th 
century designer, inventor, philosopher and visionary.
Fuller made frequent visits to Penang for the Campuan 
Meetings on World Affairs at the Bellevue on 
Penang Hill (co-organized by Fuller and Lim) which 
transmigrated from Bali, notably in 1981 and 1983.

Datuk Seri Lim’s connections with ‘Bucky’ 
internationally included events in the US and UK 
and notably after Bucky’s death, he has lectured 
extensively on the importance of the work and 
philosophy of Fuller, who was regarded as the 
“Leonardo da Vinci of our times”.

Richard Buckminster Fuller had memorable 
relationships with S.E. Asia, particularly with Penang, 
where the Komtar Dome is perhaps his last significant 
building that should be recognised worldwide - as 
also his universal philosophy for Integrity and “The 
World for Youand Me”.

He has had an active career as an Architect and 
Urban Designer in the firms he founded: Malayan 
Architects Co-partnership and Architects Team 3/ 
Jurubena Bertiga. He was born in Penang, studied 
at the Penang Free School, obtained professional 
degrees from the University of Manchester with first 
class honours, and at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He won several awards including the 
Heywood Medal, Rome Scholarship Finalist and 
the Commonwealth Fund (now Harness)Fellowship. 
Datuk Seri Lim helped to establish the first school 
of Architecture in Singapore and was President of 
the Singapore Institute of Architects, also serving 
on several public boards including the Singapore 
Housing & Development Board, the Lands Appeals 
Board, and the UN Panel for State & City Planning, 
and in Malaysia: the National Art Gallery, Penang 
Museum and other public committees, including the 
Botanic Gardens. He was active in cultural affairs 
and contributed as Chairman of the Special Features 

Biodata

Datuk Seri Lim Chong Keat

Komtar in the making.

BATTLE OF PENANG, 100 YEARS ON
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Committee under the State Cultural Council. He has 
also served as President of the Penang Ratepayers 
Association, and was the Founder Chairman of the 
Penang Heritage Trust.

He was involved in the planning work of CAPU 
for central George Town, and in the design and 
implementation of Komtar as director of the 

Development Consortium. Recently he has served 
as honorary advisory consultant to the Penang Hill 
Corporation on strategic development planning.
He was recently elected as a Fellow of the Academy 
of Sciences Malaysia.

Source:  Press Release by Penang Heritage Trust.
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Selamat pagi dan selamat sejahtera.  Dato’ YDP Patahiyah,  Ir Ang Aing Thye,  Ahli2 Majlis, Pengarah2 dan 
Ketua2 Jabatan, Para Wartawan, tuan2 dan puan2. Pagi ini saya ingin membincang mengenai isu2 warisan 
di Pulau Pinang. Saya minta izin membentang dalam Bahasa Inggeris

We ignore history at our own peril or as George Santayana, the philosopher puts it, “Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

On Christmas eve, 1993, a developer illegally demolished Hotel Metropole, a MPPP listed heritage building. 
On 26, July 2010, another developer illegally tore down 20 Pykett Ave, the mansion of Khaw Sim Bee.  How 
many more of our historical and heritage sites, including our hills, do we need to destroy before we say 
enough is enough.

Let me quote at length parts of an eloquent and impassioned speech made on conservation. 
 
“After the scandalous and outrageous demolition of the 100-year Hotel Metropole…the people of Penang 
have a right to demand to know the full facts about the MPPP stand and list of conservation buildings.” 
Tan Gim Hwa should not continue to behave as if he has never heard of the democratic principles of 
accountability and transparency, and he should make public the heritage buildings along Jln Sultan Ahmad 
Shah which had been “released” for development.”

Address to the Full Council Meeting of MPPP
August 28, 2014

By Dr Lim Mah Hui
Conservation in Penang

The speech in support of competency, transparency and accountability in herit-
age by Dr Lim Mah Hui, Member of the Board of Directors, Penang Institute.  
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Some of the detailed guidelines include the following:
- No demolition, alteration or extension of the building other than development or works necessary for 
restoring it or maintain it to a proper state.
- Limited alterations and extensions may be permitted provided the character and architectural value of the 
buildings and sites are not impaired.

- When repairing buildings, care should be taken that the colour harmonise with the character of the building 
and the environment in general.

- For commercial uses that are detrimental to the environment visually, such as coffee shops, motor workshops 
or showrooms, are not permitted.

My fellow ahli majlis, these are not my words. These are the words of YB Lim Kit Siang uttered 20 years ago. 
How many of these guidelines have been broken since? These words come back to haunt us today. The DAP 
then was an opposition party in Penang and championed the rights of people and issues of conservation of 
sites and hills. Today it and its Pakatan partners rule Penang. 

Twenty years ago, YB Lim Kit Siang, along with civil society, championed the cause to save Jln Sultan Ahmad 
Shah. Today, Penang Heritage Trust has to take up the same cause again and calls on this government to 
honour the words of YB Lim Kit Siang. PHT launched a campaign to save Soonstead last Friday and to date 
has obtained over 2000 signatures.  Among the signatories is Richard Englehardt, a UNESCO advisor whose 
words we should heed. He wrote:

“A city can compare well (and compete successfully) with others only if its identity is proud and unique. 
Heritage is a source of a city’s pride and one of the things that make a city unique. A hotel, an office tower 
block, a parking garage -- these things can be built anywhere. To sacrifice the heritage of Soonstead to 
such projects is not development, it is vandalism….Government has the responsibility to act on behalf of the 
public, past present and future -- not on behalf of some selfish property speculator whose intention it is to rob 
Penang’s public of a piece of its rightful heritage, expropriating it for his own personal profit.”

I end my speech with a plea and a question.

My plea is for the MPPP to start following its own conservation guidelines and to save Soonstead, other 
heritage sites, and the hills of Penang.

My question is what has happened to the MPPP’s directive (Section 19 of the Town and Country Planning Act) 
to rebuild 20 Pykett Ave. It has been 4 years since the directive was issued. Why is the building not rebuilt?  
Was a contribution given in lieu of rebuilding? I ask the MPPP to have 20 Pykett Ave rebuilt and to approve 
low-density houses/apartments there.

Thank you for your attention.

In October 1989, the MPPP drew up a list of 20 heritage buildings and sites along Jln Sultan Ahman Shah for 
preservation. Some of the more famous include: Shi Chung Primary School, former Runnymede Hotel, Hotel 
Metropole, Telekoms, Soonstead, Maple Gold, Homestead, Istana Kedah, Hardwich, and Woodville.

MPPP also drew up conservation control guidelines with three objectives:

1. To conserve the character of Jln Sultan Ahmad Shah
2. To ensure land and building use compatible with the image of the road as a distinctive area for good    
 class residences and prestige establishments
3. To ensure new developments to harmonise with activities, image, scale, proportion, streetscape, skyline  
 and design of heritage building and sites
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Reference:
Speech by Lim Kit Siang “Tan Gim Hwa should release the full list of the Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah buildings 
which are on the MPPP conservation list”
http://bibliotheca.limkitsiang.com/1994/01/11/tan-gim-hwa-should-release-the-full-list-of-the-jalan-
sultan-ahmad-shah-buildings-which-are-on-the-mppp-conservation-list/

Save The Bukit Brown

SINGAPORE’S BUKIT BROWN CEMETERY

Block and Division map from the website http://bukitbrown.com/main/?cat=85

Tracing The Historical Connections of the Straits Settlements of Penang, Malacca and Singapore from Bukit 
Brown Cemetery

The talk was held on Saturday, 5 July, 2014 at 3:00 pm at the Penang Heritage Trust office. Raymond Goh 
a pharmacist by training, started exploring Bukit Brown in 2005. Fuelled by his interest in Chinese culture 
and history, he discovered the graves of many of Singapore’s pioneers who landmarked places and realised 
how rich a repository of history and heritage Bukit Brown is to the migrant story. He will share significant 
finds of pioneers buried in Bukit Brown and stories of their historical links to Penang and Malacca that he has 
uncovered from his research. The stories speak of ties of kinship, clan, culture and commerce under British 
administration against the backdrop of revolutionary change in China. It is an enduring legacy as the names 
of prominent Malaccan and Penangites still landmark Singapore’s street scape and can be found on temple 
steles, and the bond of familial ties continues today with connections in all three former settlements.

Bukit Brown Cemetery (1922 – 1973) was the first Municipal Cemetery opened to all Chinese regardless of 
dialect groups or social status. Carved out from land which once belonged to the Hokkien Seh Ong clan, it is 
the final resting place for 100,000 pioneers. It is named after George Henry Brown who briefly sojourned 
in Penang on his way from India before settling down in Singapore in the 1840s, owning land close to the 
cemetery. Mr. Brown is buried in the Penang Protestant Cemetery. Bukit Brown has been globally recognised as 
a heritage site under threat and is on the World Monuments Watch List 2014, of which Penang is an alumnus. 
In June 2014, Bukit Brown was voted as the top 3 “sacred” sites in Singapore in an online poll of its readers, 
conducted by The Straits Times.
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A very interesting talk by David Luesink, Associate 
Professor, University of Pittsburgh was held on 1st 
June 2014 at the Penang Heritage Trust office. PHT 
was filled with members, historians and those from 
the medical fraternity.  It became a true learning 
experience during the question and answer session as 
many interesting questions were directed to Professor 
David who had vast knowledge on the elimination of 
the plague at that time in China and the interesting life 
of Dr Wu.

Born in Penang,  Dr. Wu Lien-teh (1879 –1960) was 
a Malayan-born Chinese doctor and the first medical 
student of Chinese descent to study at University of 
Cambridge. His father was a new immigrant from 
Taishan, China. His mother’s family also originated from 
China but she was a second generation resident of 
Malaya. Dr Wu had four brothers and six sisters. His 
early education was at the Penang Free School.
He was admitted into Emmanuel College, Cambridge Photo taken from the Penang Free School website.
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The Brownies is the community of volunteer guides/researchers who came together serendipitously, when news 
broke that a highway was to be built across Bukit Brown in 2011. Since then, they have rallied round Raymond, 
learning and exploring with him so they could conduct guided walks for the public. Their learning journey has 
taken them beyond Bukit Brown to Batu Pahat, Pengerang, Malacca and now to Penang on a quest to find out 
more about our common , and uncommon culture, heritage and good food.

Source: The Penang Heritage Trust.

A tree shades the graves at Bukit Brown 
from the website http://untouristsingapore.
wordpress.com/2013/11/29/bukit-
brown-cemetery-these-hills-are-alive/

Penang Story Lectures Dr Wu Lien-teh and China’s First Medical Research Institute

FATHER OF CHINA’S MODERN MEDICINE



David Luesink is visiting 
asistant Professor in East 
Asia History at the University 
of Pittsburgh. He was 
awarded  a Luce Foundation 
Postdoctoral Fellowship 
at Indiana University in 
Indianapolis, and before 
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Penang Story Lectures Dr Wu Lien-teh and China’s First Medical Research Institute

FATHER OF CHINA’S MODERN MEDICINE

in 1896, after winning the Queen’s Scholarship held in 
Singapore. He had a successful career at university, and 
won virtually all the available prizes and scholarships. 
His undergraduate clinical years were spent at St 
Mary’s Hospital, London.

In 1903, Dr Wu returned to the Straits Settlement after 
finishing his medical studies. However, there was no 
specialist post for him. At that particular period, there 
was a two-tier medical system in the British colonies, 
where only British nationals could hold the highest 
position of fully qualified medical officers or specialists. 
This prompted Dr Wu to spend the first 4 years of his 
medical career researching beri-beri and then, he was 
in private practice.

He was very vocal on social issues of the time and 
founded the Anti-Opium Association in Penang. This 
attracted the attention of the powerful forces involved 
in the lucrative trade of opium. This led to a search and 
discovery of almost one ounce of tincture of opium in Dr 
Wu’s dispensary, which was considered illegal, although 
he was a fully qualified medical doctor who had 
purchased this to treat opium patients. His prosecution 
and appeal rejection attracted worldwide publicity, 
including an invitation from the then Grand Councillor 
Yuan Shikai of the Chinese Government in Peking to 
take the post of Vice-Director of the Imperial Army 
medical College in Tientsin (Tianjin).

In the winter of 1910, Dr. Wu Lien-teh was given 
instructions from the Foreign Office, Peking, to travel to 
Harbin to investigate an unknown disease which killed 
99.9% of its victims. This was to be the beginning of 
the large pneumonic plague pandemic of Manchuria 
and Mongolia which claimed 60,000 victims. Dr Wu 
would be remembered for his role in asking for imperial 
sanction to cremate plague victims, as cremation of 
these infected victims turned out to be the turning point 
of the epidemic.

Dr Wu chaired the International Plague Conference 
in Mukden (Shenyang) in April 1911, a historic event 
attended by scientists from the United States of 
America, Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Austria-
Hungary, Netherlands, Russia, Mexico and China. 
He later presented a plague research paper at the 
International Congress of Medicine, London in August 
1911 which was published in The Lancet, that same 
month. Dr Wu was the first president of the China 
Medical Association (1916–1920) and directed the 
National Quarantine Service (1931–1937). He was 
also the first Malaysian Chinese nominated to receive a 
Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1935.
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In 1937 during the Japanese occupation of much 
of China and the retreat of the Nationalists, Dr 
Wu moved back to Malaya where he worked as a 
General Practitioner in Ipoh. To encourage the young 
to share his love for reading, Dr Wu tirelessly collected 
donations to start the Perak Library (now The Tun 
Razak Library) in Ipoh, a free lending public library. 
In his own medical practice at 12 Brewster Road (now 
Jalan Sultan Idris Shah), long queues were a common 
sight, and he was known as the doctor who gave free 
consultation and treatment to the poor. He practised 
medicine until the age of 80, when he bought a new 
house in Penang for his retirement. He passed away on 
21st January 1960, at the ripe age of 81.

Dr. Wu Lien-teh is regarded as the first person to 
modernize China’s medical services and medical 
education. In Harbin Medical University, bronze 
statues of Dr. Wu Lien-Teh were built to remember his 
contributions in promoting public health, preventive 
medicine and medical education.  A road named after 
Dr Wu can be found in Ipoh Garden South, a middle-
class residential area in Ipoh located between Hock 
Lee Park and Ipoh Garden East. In Penang, a private 
road named Taman Wu Lien Teh is located near the 
Penang Free School.

By Trevor Sibert.

that obtained his PhD from the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver. As a History Department 
doctoral student David Luesink was awarded two 
prozes for 2009-2010, namely, the Chiang Ching- 
Kuo Foudation Dissertation Fellowship administered 
by the Canadian Association of Asian Studies; 
and the Academic Sinica (Taipei, Taiwan) Pre-
Dissertation Fellowship, Institute for Modern History. 
He is the author of a chapter published in an edited 
volumn: ‘The History of Chinese Medicine: Empires, 
Traditionalism and Medicine in China, 1908-1937,’ 
in Iris Borowy, Uneasy Encounters: The Politics of 
Medicine and Health in China 1900-1937 (Frankfurt, 
New York, Oxford: Peter Lang, 2009), 149-176.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

PHUKET: George Town in Penang, Malaysia, and 
Phuket Town are set to become sister cities on 
September 17, as was confirmed at a meeting at 
Phuket Provincial Hall this week.

The Royal Thai Consul-General to Penang, Srirat 
Vathesatogkit, met with Phuket Governor Maitri 
Inthusut on Tuesday to discuss the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to formalize 
the relationship between the two historical towns.
Among those present for the talks were Phuket City 
Mayor Somjai Suwansupana, Phuket Passport Office 
Chief Siriporn Tantipanyathep and Thai Peranakan 
Association President Dr Kosol Tang-Uthai.

“The MoU [to become sister cities] will be signed on 
September 18,” announced Consul-General Srirat.
“As both cities have a historical relationship, this will 
be a great opportunity for the cities to exchange 
cooperation on tourism and history.

“We can also further develop the trade and tourism 
sectors of both cities.”

Ms Srirat pointed out that Phuket had long historical 
parallels with Penang. Both shared links through 
their Sino-Portuguese buildings, rubber trees and 
tin mines, namely introduced to Phuket by Phraya 
Ratsadanupradit Mahitsaraphakdi.

Phraya Ratsadanupradit, also known in Phuket as 
Khaw Sim Bee, was the former Governor of Monthon 
Phuket – an administrative division that consisted of 
the provinces at that time named as Phuket, Thalang, 
Ranong, Phang Nga, Takua Pa and Krabi. 

Phuket, Penang set date for becoming sister cities

Satun was added to Monthon Phuket in 1909 when most 
of the area of Monthon Kedah was ceded to Britain.

Khaw Sim Bee, buried at a family plot in Ranong, is 
honored in Phuket with a statue atop Rang Hill that 
overlooks Phuket Town. His descendants remain influential 
figures on the island today as the Hongyok family.

“Also, Phuket officials can learn how Penang officials 
govern their island city,” Ms Srirat said.

Phuket’s bid to be registered as a World Heritage 
site by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) also stands to benefit 
from the formalizing of “sister-city” status, she added.

“Malaysia’s Melaka and George Town, both historic 
cities of the Strait of Malacca, were inscribed as World 
Heritage sites in 2008,” she said.
Ms Srirat pointed out that, despite clear links with its 
Malaysian counterparts, Phuket will still maintain its own 
distinct cultural heritage.

“Phuket people strive to maintain their own traditions 
and to preserve the beauty of their island, and they can 
continue to do this by making a living and supporting 
Phuket tourism at the same time,” she said.
 
Source: Chutharat Pleri 2014, Phuket, Penang set date 
for becoming sister cities, viewed 3-th August 2014, 

< http://www.phuketgazette.net/phuket-news/Phuket-
Penang-set-date-becoming-sister-cities/33625#sthash.
pASvleeZ.dpuf >
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A heartening feature of this year’s Madras Week 
is the participation of several overseas players. 
The Australians are commemorating the Emden-
Sydney finale that brought to an end a legend that 
gifted Tamil a new word on September 22, 1914. 
The Germans are hosting a discussion on how the 
Great War had an impact on Literature and the Arts 
in Madras. The French are having readings from 
literature of the same period while the British are 
having a blogging contest about Madras and the 
Great War underway. Meanwhile, two Armenian 
scholars living in Paris have put together a week-long 
programme in the Armenian Church in Madras on 
Armenian Street, the highlight of which is a splendid 
exhibition commemorating the Armenian contribution 
to Madras and to their homeland as well, the first 
Armenian Constitution having been drafted here 
and the first Armenian printing press and newspaper 
being established here.

It was a Capt. Francis Light, a trader associated 
with the firm of Jourdain, Sullivan and de Souza, in 
Madras, who in 1785-86 negotiated with the Sultan 
of Kedah to grant the East India Company the island 
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The Penang Connection

OUR LINK TO MADRAS

in exchange for protection against Siamese and 
Burmese intrusions. Light later arrived in Penang on 
August 11, 1786, to take possession of the grant and 
at the place where he landed Fort Cornwallis was 
subsequently raised. He also renamed what was to 
be the nucleus of Britain’s East Asian empire as Prince 
of Wales Island, but the name never stuck; Penang 
or Pulau Pinang it has remained. It was to this island 
that the first Indian traders and workers went from 
Negapatam, mainly Tamils, and in time became an 
integral part of the island’s cosmopolitan population.

What Madras has been to modern India, Penang 
has been to modern Malaysia, recording a heap of 
‘firsts’. One of them is St. George’s Church, work on 
which was completed in 1816. It is the oldest Anglican 
church in Southeast Asia and is the only building in 
Penang to be declared one of the fifty National 
Treasures by the Government of Malaysia. Not unlike 
St. George’s Cathedral in Madras in appearance, 
it is no surprise to learn that it was built by Capt. 
Robert Smith of the Madras Engineers. It was formally 
consecrated in May 1819 by the Bishop of Calcutta, 
the Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Middleton. Three years earlier, 
Middleton, the first Anglican Bishop of India, had 
consecrated St. George’s in Madras which became 
a Cathedral church in 1835. In front of the church in 
Penang, gracing its immaculate lawn is the ‘cupola-
ed’ memorial to Francis Light. The first recorded 
service in the Church was for the marriage of Light’s 
widow, Martina Rosella, to John Timmer. The Church 
was restored over a period of a year between 2010 
and 2011. Our own St. George’s meanwhile, awaits 
its promised restoration. But a Government heritage 
grant made things easier in Penang.

Unlike Francis Day, Andrew Cogan and Beri 
Thimmappa in Madras, Francis Light is well 
remembered in George Town, Penang, with several 
sites still bearing his name.

Source: S. Muthiah 2014, The Hindu, viewed 18 
August 2014. 

<http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-
features/tp-metroplus/the-penang-connection/
article6326817.ece>.
 

S Muthiah

“ The Chronicler of Madras that is Chennai 
tells stories of people, places and events from 
yesteryears- and sometimes from today”
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Penang Story Lecture: From Penang to Adelaide: Surveyor-General William Light

LIGHT AND OUR SISTER CITY

Date: Saturday 14 June 2014, 3.00pm
Venue: The Royale Bintang, 1 & 2 Weld Quay (Pengkalan Weld)

William Light (1786 – 1839), son of Captain Francis Light, was born 
in Kedah and grew up in Penang. After a notable military career in 
Europe and Egypt, Colonel William Light became the first Surveyor-
General of the Colony of South Australia.

In designing the City of Adelaide Colonel William Light reveals the 
effect the landscape had on him. The form of Light’s plan is largely 
due to the topography and his sensitive response to the place. Analysis 
of the physical site, its creator and the people who use it, suggests the 
plan has been enjoyed, revered, and stoutly defended for generations. 
Accumulated layers of meaning and misunderstanding and social and 
political practices and pressures have left their mark. Nevertheless the 
pervading sense of significance remains attributable to Light’s intuitive 
act of creative genius. Set betwixt hills-face and harbour, spanning a 
river valley, laced with a unique figure-eight of open space, Adelaide 
demonstrates a rare rapport between the genius of place and plan. 
Today Light’s city remains a permanent testimony to a man who had the 
sense to recognise, and the ability to respect, the genius of the place.

Source: Penang Heritage Trust Website.

The speaker, Kelly Henderson.

OBITUARY: OLGA KATHIGASU (26 FEBRUARY 1921 – 6 SEPTEMBER 2014)

ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED

Olga Kathigasu passed away in a nursing home in Kuala Lumpur 
on Saturday, 6 September 2014 after a long illness. She was 93. 

Olga was the elder daughter of Dr. Abdon Clement Kathigasu 
MBE and Malaya’s decorated war heroine and author of 
bestseller “No Dram of Mercy”, Mrs. Sybil Kathigasu GM. Olga 
was the couple’s second child, the eldest being Michael who died 
shortly after birth. Olga also had a younger half-sister, Dawn, 
and an older adopted brother, William Pillai, who had served as 
a Volunteer sergeant in the 1st Perak Battalion, Federated Malay 
States Volunteer Force and fought in the defence of Malaya and 
Singapore in the Second World War.

Born in Kuala Lumpur on 26 February 1921 and baptised in 
St John’s Church at Bukit Nanas on 6 March 1921, Olga was 
brought up mainly in Ipoh as a proud member of the Eurasian 
community. She was educated at the Convent of the Holy Infant 

Photo of Olga Kathigasu taken by 
Law Siak Hong in April 2013.

Jesus School in Ipoh from 1928 to 1938. In 1939, Olga enrolled at her father’s alma mater, King Edward 
VII Medical College in Singapore but had difficulties with her studies and was unable to proceed to the 
second year. She then decided to end her studies and returned to live with her parents in 1940. During the 
Japanese Occupation of Malaya (1941-1945), Olga’s parents were directly involved in aiding the (mainly 
Communist) Malayan Peoples Anti-Japanese Army (MPAJA) underground resistance movement in Perak, 



PAGE 16ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED

No. 106 / December 2014

with some help from the children. In 1943, the entire family, with the exception of Olga, had been arrested 
by the dreaded Japanese secret police, the Kempeitei. Dawn was briefly tortured but released within 24 
hours.  The other 3 were given long prison sentences and Sybil in particular was subjected to extensive 
savage torture. Olga was at home when the Japanese raided and took Dawn away but Olga somehow 
evaded arrest.

From the moment her parents were arrested, Olga became the guardian of Dawn until the war’s end at the 
specific request of Dr. Kathigasu. Dawn was almost 15 years younger than her. Post-war, Dawn received an 
8-year medical scholarship from a grateful British Colonial Office and was sent to London for her studies. 
Olga remained in Ipoh to be with her father after her mother’s departure to the United Kingdom for medical 
treatment. Sybil never returned and died of septicemia in Scotland in 1948. In 1950, Dr. Kathigasu shocked 
his family by unexpectedly re-marrying. This upset Olga greatly as she was extremely devoted to her father 
and was afraid to lose him to another. She must have considered emigrating to escape an unbearable 
domestic situation for in 1957, Dawn (by then Mrs. Dawn Spalding), even offered to pay for Olga to join her 
in England. At the eleventh hour, Olga declined to go, giving the reason that she had to remain in Malaya in 
case her father’s second marriage failed and he might then need her again! 

Olga never married, though she certainly fantasised about it all through her life! Olga faithfully remained with 
her father until his passing in 1972. Under the terms of Dr. Kathigasu’s will, the family home at 141, Brewster 
Road, Ipoh was sold and the proceeds amounting to $28,000 was inherited by Olga for her future upkeep as 
she did not work and had no source of income. Olga was war-damaged. Her life had effectively come to a 
full stop in 1943 with the arrest of her family members and their respective ordeals. Though she continued to 
exist for another 71 years, her life did not seem to progress further. In later years when her inheritance ran 
out, Olga received financial support from close friends and even from complete strangers who were moved by 
her family’s ordeal or impressed by her indomitable spirit and wit, and her remarkably sharp recollections of 
the traumatic war years. 

Olga was the de facto guardian of her family’s history and legacy. She attempted to correct the editorial 
and factual errors which appeared in the various editions of “No Dram of Mercy”. The original manuscript 
was incomplete when her mother Sybil died in 1948 with the last 50 pages yet to be written at the time. The 
original manuscript was then held back by the British Colonial Office as Sybil was deemed to be sympathetic 
to the Communist guerrillas in her writings and it would have been foolhardy to allow the book to be published 
in its original form at the start of the Malayan Emergency! Olga revealed that when the book was finally 
published in 1954, it had been completed and revised by 2 unnamed British individuals - one said to be a 
professor and the other an editor working for the publisher!  

Few people are aware that one of the most important things to Olga was her wish to be recognized for who she 
was. When interviewed by journalists or historians about her famous mother, she would always first attempt to 
tell them the long sad tale of her life until she was politely steered back to the topic of her mother! All through 
her life, her parents and sister received all the publicity, accolades and rewards but she was left out, simply 
because she was fortunate enough never to have been detained and tortured by the Japanese Kempeitei. 

In her final years Olga lived in nursing homes in Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur. She was often bothered by various 
people who sought to interview her about her mother or attempted to obtain possession of the valuable 
historical documents and memorabilia she had inherited from her parents. She was by then already ill and 
became badly affected by all the unnecessary attention. She finally went to live in a nursing home of her own 
choosing in Kuala Lumpur paid for by her friends who refused to reveal her whereabouts in order to protect 
her. There, she lived out her life in relative peace and quiet.

Olga is survived by her nieces - the daughters of her half-sister, Dawn Spalding.
 
By Andrew Hwang.
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Tales of Two Cities: Paintings of Melaka and George Town.

HERITAGE THROUGH ART

This exhibition was from 7th December till 31st December 2014 showcasing exemplary paintings of old shop 
houses from the historic cities of Straits of Malacca, a UNSESCO World Heritage status jointly held by the 
two cities. The venue for this exhibition was at The Star Pitt Street, 15, Jalan Mesjid Kapitan Keling, George 
Town, 10200 Penang. We are thankful to the organizers that 20% of the sales proceeds were donated to the 
Penang Heritage Trust.

By Trevor Sibert.
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Pengkisahan Seberang Perai 

Date: Saturday, 15 November 2014, 9.30am– 1.00pm

Venue: Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai (MPSP    
          Auditorium), Bandar Perda

The Seberang Perai Story was held at the MPSP 
auditorium on Saturday 15 November, organised by 
the Penang Heritage Trust and supported by MPSP and 
Think City Sdn Bhd. 

While previous Penang Story events held by the Penang 
Heritage Trust have mainly focused on George Town or 
Penang Island, the Seberang Perai Story looks at the 
social history of the mainland part of Penang state.

Dato’ Maimunah Mohd Sharif, the Yang DiPertua of 
Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai (MPSP) presided 
over the half-day colloquium, which featured three 
speakers moderated by Dato’ Dr. Goh Ban Lee. 

Encik Dahalan bin Fazil gave “A brief Account of 
The History and Heritage of Seberang Perai”, which 
is gleaned from oral history, physical evidence and 
comparison of old maps. Starting from archaeological 
sites such as Guar Kepah, he will talk about how 
Province Wellesley, which was part of Kedah, was 
annexed to the British Straits Settlements, the impact 
of the Kedah-Siam War (1821–1842) also called 
the ‘Whispering Enemy’ War, the establishment of 
new agricultural settlements in Seberang Perai, early 
secular and Islamic education, the growth of trades such 

as blacksmithing and house-building, and prominent 
personalities of Seberang Perai.

Khoo Salma Nasution gave a presentation entitled 
“From Sugar to Rubber: The Agricultural Development 
of Seberang Perai”. Seberang Perai, also known as 
Province Wellesley, has been the rice bowl of Penang 
state, with the local Malay population being the main 
padi-planters. They were joined by Chinese cash-
croppers and European managers of plantations 
worked by indentured Indian labour, producing 
sugar-cane, coconut, tapioca and a variety of other 
crops. By the turn of the twentieth century, agriculture 
in Seberang Perai was well developed and thickly 
settled by a population of seasoned cultivators. The 
conditions were therefore ripe for Seberang Perai to 
be transformed by the arrival of the rubber boom. 

Trevor Sibert spoke on “The Eurasians in Penang and 
Province Wellesley”. Captain Francis Light gave the 
Catholics in George Town a piece of land bounded 
today by Pitt Street, Bishop Street, China Street and 
Church Street. They landed on the island the 15th of 
August 1786, which is known to Catholics as the Feast 
of the Assumption. As the years passed, there were 
more and more Eurasians moving over to the mainland, 
previously known as Province Wellesley, now Seberang 
Perai.

Source: Penang Heritage Trust.
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Services honoured: Rosoman (second left) cutting the ‘pulut kuning’ with senior staff members during the 224th 
Prison Department Day celebration at the Penang Prison in Gaol Road.

State prison building rich inheritage value, says director

IN THE NEWS

Its director Asst Comm Rosoman Abu Bakar said the 
status of the prison sitting on 10.5 hectares of state 
land would be determined after they put forward a 
proposal to the relevant authorities early next year.

“There hasn’t been any formal discussion so far, but 
we are aware that it is on prime land and could 
be declared a heritage building or earmarked for 
development by the state,” he said after opening 
the state-level 224th Prison Department Day 
celebrations recently.

He said the first prison in Penang was built at Fort 
Cornwallis in 1790 before it moved to the present 
site in 1849, which was 165 years ago, thus making 
it one of the oldest prisons in Malaysia.

“We accommodate 1,200 remand prisoners but the 
capacity is only for 1,100.

“There is very little room for expansion.

“Although the present objective is to reduce the 

number of prisoners by rehabilitating them, a bigger 
facility would definitely help,” he pointed out.

He said the Jawi prison on the mainland housed 
about 2,000 convicted prisoners.

Meanwhile, state Local Government Committee 
chairman Chow Kon Yeow declined to comment on 
the matter.

“Since it is still being discussed at the Prison 
Department-level, it is too early for me to comment.

“Perhaps they should propose it to the National 
Heritage Department since the prison is under the 
Federal Government.

“For now, we are not involved although it is on state 
land,” added Chow.

Source: The Star Newspaper, 10th November 2014.
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Penang identifying heritage assets 

IN THE NEWS

GEORGE TOWN: A total of 2,508 buildings, 
monuments and sites on Penang island have been 
identified and categorised as “heritage” to form part 
of an inventory that the state authorities intend to use 
as a basis to build heritage assets.

A draft of the exhaustive list has the structures and 
sites placed in two distinct categories and in 16 areas 
for planning and safe-guarding purposes.

The list of buildings, sites and monuments that are 
located outside the dedicated United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(Unesco) core and buffer zones of George Town’s 
World Heritage Site, was compiled by George Town 
World Heritage Inc (GTWHI), based on a recent 
survey it undertook, incorporating data compiled 
seven years ago, along with records from the national 
and state archives boards, state museum board and 
site visits.

Notable buildings and sites include the Penang Free 
School, Penang Prison, the Penang governor’s official 
residence Seri Mutiara, Penang Botanical Gardens, 
Church of the Immaculate Conception in Jalan Burmah 
and the former Runnymeade Hotel in Jalan Sultan 
Ahmad Shah.

Once the inventory is finalised, there are proposals to 
retain and restore the heritage assets by:

• gazetting all 2,506 buildings, sites and monuments 
in order to control development and retain the  
image of the assets;

Close to 70 members attended the Penang Heritage 
Trust General Meeting 2014 at the Penang Heritage 
Trust Office on 26 Church Street, 10200 George 
Town, Penang at 3pm on Sunday, 9th November 
2014. This year was a non-election year for office 
bearers so the meeting focused on the presentation 
of the annual financial report, management of PHT 
office, membership, site visits etc. There was also a 
short talk on Saving Soonstead and Siamese Heritage 

of Penang. Nonetheless, there was a very good 
turnout as the 1st floor was filled with members 
right up to the staircase of the building. We had an 
audible audience who gave ideas, suggestions and 
comments that were greatly welcomed. We thank 
everyone for coming to enrich the Annual General 
Meeting 2014.

By Trevor Sibert.

• restoring some 241 buildings — 111 of which are 
government-owned quarters and  administrative 
buildings — whose authenticity are deemed to be 
poor but can still be restored;

• conserving and upgrading 14 buildings that have 
sound architectural integrity;

• implementing heritage guidelines to control 
untoward developments that can destroy 
or disrupt the heritage value of a building, 
monument or site; and,

• establishing financial grants to encourage the 
preservation of heritage buildings.

Among the items listed on the draft inventory are 
Southern Chinese ecletic shophouses, Art Deco 
terraced houses, mosques, Chinese and Hindu temples, 
churches, mausoleums, gardens and recreational 
areas, government quarters and monuments.

Others with potential to be listed as heritage sites are 
traditional Malay villages like Kampung Teluk Bahang, 
Kampung Batu Uban, Kampung Masjid Teluk Kumbar 
and Kampung Tanjung, which were established in 
the 1700s, and Kampung Bagan Jermal, Kampung 
Kongsi, Balik Pulau and Kampung Kelawai, which 
were set up in the 1800s.

It is learnt that GTWHI had presented the draft 
inventory last week during a briefing to housing 
developers, professional bodies and social interest 
groups.

Source: The New Straits Times, 9th September 2014.

TRUE HERITAGE HOTEL

A brief history of Saint Anne’s Church was 
presented by Mr. Lazarus Jonathan, an elected 
historian of the church. We chartered a bus from 
the PHT office in Church Street and made our way 
to the church by 3.15pm. 

In his introduction, Mr Lazarus said that it was at 
Batu Kawan, as early as 1833 that Catholics first 
originated in Province Wellesley. They were mainly 
Chinese and Indian. It was from here that the 
Catholics gradually moved to Permatang Tinggi, 
Macang Bubok and Bukit Mertajam. By 1840, the 
Chinese Catholics started settling down at the Bukit 
Mertajam foothill.
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St Anne’s Church, Bukit Mertajam Site Visit, Sunday 2nd  November 2014

Residence of Ku Din Ku Meh “ Segara Ninda” 

SEBERANG PERAI’S FAMOUS CHURCH

The residence of Ku Din Ku Meh or known as Segara 
Ninda is a beautiful heritage home located in the 
middle of the busy Upper Penang Road.
 
Segara Ninda is a colonial building with traditional 
Malay motifs that dates back to the late 19th century. 
It was once belonged to the late Ku Din Ku Meh or 
Tengku Baharudin bin Tengku Meh, the governor and 

King of Satun,  Thailand in the early 1900s.
 
The Residence of Ku Din Ku Meh has been beautifully 
restored to what we see today. It now belongs to the 
descendents of Ku Din who very much welcome visitors to 
the mansion for day visits and short holidays. Visitors can 
experience the grandeur of nineteeth century architecture 
and atmosphere of twenty first century Penang.

It has 14 classic rooms with attached bathrooms and 
external individual bathrooms. It also boasts of a 
verandah that looks out into Penang Road and a nice 
compound with sweet smelling flowering trees. The rooms 
are all equipped with fans and air-conditioning units. 

Its address is Segara Ninda, Residence of Ku Din Ku 
Meh, 20 Penang Road, 10000 Penang, Malaysia. 

By Trevor Sibert. 

Church of St. Anne (1846), Jalan Kulim, 14000 Bukit 
Mertajam, Penang.

The early priests were all Frenchmen and they visited Bukit Mertajam from Batu Kawan. In 1846, the first visiting 
priest, Fr. Adolphe Couellan decided that there was a need for a chapel and built one just below where now 
stands the hill top St. Anne’s statue. 

From 1860 onwards, priests residing at Permatang Tinggi chapel took over the visiting to the St. Anne’s Parish. In 
1865, Fr. Maistre who was the first visiting priest from there, built a bigger second chapel. It was located lower 
down, closer to where the old St. Anne’s church is. Today you can still see the remains of this chapel just behind the 
well of Saint Anne’s water.

In 1869, Fr. Allard came as the first resident priest. Fr. F.P. Sorin arrived in 1875 and he built the first church and it 
was ready in 1888. Fr. Sorin died on 26th July (St. Anne’s Feast Day), 1907, in Teluk Wang and was buried at the 
entrance of St. Anne’s old church.

By Trevor Sibert.



PAGE 22COOKS IN DEMAND

No. 106 / December 2014

Migrants, Street Foods and Humanity

The controversy over migrant workers being allowed 
to cook Penang hawker food is, like the banning 
of soup kitchens in Kuala Lumpur saga, a sad story 
bereft of fundamentals of reality, history, humanity 
and foresight.

Firstly, Penang’s hawker food has largely been 
the beautifully enjoyable creative outcome and 
legacy of generations of waves of migrant workers, 
creating a grass roots cuisine eg. nasi kandar, mee 
jawa, Hainan chicken rice, roti bengali, roti canai 
etc. The informal business of street food vendors or 
hawkers as they are more popularly called, was 
often denigrated and despised by the authorities 
during our colonial history but later became 
legitimised and subsequently celebrated as the 
wondrous smells, colours and flavours of the “Pearl 
of the Orient” and now the street food business is 
among Penang’s leading tangible and intangible 
assets. Penang has often been described as the 
“Street Food Capital of the World”. I have often 
challenged anyone to show me a place with better 
four point “Street Food Index” measures - taste, 
diversity, cleanliness and economy. If they show me 
any place better on these four counts, I will treat 

Penang’s famous Char Koay Teow

them to Penang Laksa or Pasembur for the rest of 
their life. No one has yet been able to come forward 
so far with anything better!

Secondly, we urgently need a new paradigm in the 
way we manage and treat migrant workers. We 
can no longer deal with them as the new  “coolies” 
subject to all the inhumanities of servitude of the 
slavery kind. We need to move to reach out to 
them as brothers and sisters and as human beings 
deserving our care and our compassion. I have a 
dear friend, a former distinguished lawyer, whose 
family treated their maid as one of them. They 
taught her to drive a car, sent her for part time 
courses in language and computer classes. The 
maid’s time in Penang became her liberation for a 
new great life back home. She was ever grateful 
and will never forget the family, the place and their 
kindness and help. There is now a United Nations 
International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families. 
Penang should instead take leadership and work 
with groups like JUMP (Jaringan Utara Migrasi 
dan Pelarian), the Northern Network for Migration 
and Refugees in Malaysia, and put that Convention 
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into practice, at least in spirit, until the Federal 
Government has the courage and humanity to 
accede to the Convention. That move forward will 
then be like the innovative Speakers Corner at the 
Esplanade and become another one of Penang’s 
special public places and practices.

Thirdly, if the “crime” is that a migrant worker 
assisting or cooking at a stall is not skilled enough, 
we should recognise humbly that so are some locals. 
The most unconscionable solution is to ban them from 
engaging in cooking. Instead they should be taught 
the skills, the art and the science of these culinary 
delights. Schools of popular local cuisine like the 
amazing Nazlina Space Station in Campbell Street, 
George Town, the centre of the Slow Food Movement 
in Penang, stands out as a shining example of 
creative positive responses. The Station organises 
daily tours which involves marketing at the local wet 
market, getting to know herbs and spices, preparing 
and cutting the foods and then enjoying eating their 
“handiwork”. Hundreds of foreigners have gone 
through the culinary delights of Penang’s food and 
experience in this way. We need more of such places 
and regular classes. A project to set up in Penang 
is a unique culinary campus in cooperation with the 
Slow Food Movement’s University of Gastronomic 
Sciences in Italy is very possible and should be 
explored to champion “good, clean and fair” foods.

Fourthly, foreigners will create and enlarge the 
demand for our unforgettable culinary delights 
and Penang Laksa and other great dishes will start 
appearing in cities and villages all over the Asia
Pacific region as they have already done in 
the Australia, US, UK and other places where 
Malaysian “outbounders” have settled. I recently 
had the opportunity to officiate the opening of an 
International Exhibition on Street Foods in Penang, 
Malacca and Bandung by one of the leading 
architecture schools in the region based at the 
University of Singapore. The street food culture is 
an amazing story, locally and globally and needs 
research and development. What we must champion 
is an International Street Foods Institute (ISFI) and 
what better place to locate it than in Penang. This 
would be an innovation and an investment for global 
leadership in the culinary area from bottoms up 
and put Penang on the world map as a leader in 
research and development of both a tangible and 
intangible culture.

Fifthly, punishing poor struggling migrant workers 
and depriving them of development opportunities 
is the way of inhumanity and pettiness. Penang 
is a place recognised globally by UNESCO as 
a world heritage site for its universal values, its 
multiculturalisation and as a great learning centre. 
The wonderful culinary experience must also be 
the essence of this great joy, diversity and beauty. 
The negative measure of banning immigrants from 
learning, assisting and cooking local hawker food 
will only demean Penang’s reputation as a happy, 
caring, people-centred place. The idea of prohibiting 
migrant workers from learning and working as cooks 
at hawker places should therefore be abandoned for 
more positive and creative solutions. If not, this place 
of great migrant history will join the ranks of certain 
hypocritical  governments of countries that colonised 
vast areas outside Europe, appropriated history and 
now, sadly and vindictively, have growing
movements that demonise the so called new 
immigrants. And tragically, many of these “new” 
immigrants come from conflict zones too often 
created or linked to the geopolitic interests of these 
very nations.

We must not make Penang suffer the same 
international shame that was the result of the attempt 
to close soup stations in Kuala Lumpur. The greatness 
of any civilised people is in its care of “the other”. 
Penang has been special for that including its iconic 
“Street of Harmony”, which the former President of 
India, Dr. Abdul Kalam, described as a magnificent 
school for the whole world for learning humanity 
and living together. Let us continue to be a beacon 
of compassion, caring and creativity and not 
degenerate into anti-migrant stances that are sadly 
no better than bigotry and racism.

Thankfully, Kuala Lumpur has announced it is 
withdrawing its proposal to close the soup stations. 
Penang should do the same with its attempt to 
restrict foreign workers from operating in the street 
foods arena.

By Dato’ (Dr.) Anwar Fazal.

Original source: http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/
category/opinion/comment/2014/09/04/migrants-
street-food-and-humanity/
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MEMBERSHIP

As we come to a close for 2014, we look forward to seeing new members in 2015. We also generously 
welcome membership renewals from our existing loyal members.

Membership Categories

Category of membership

Life Member RM1000 None

RM60

RM30
RM12

RM50

RM30
None

Ordinary Member

Student Member (#)
Junior Members (below 18*)

Admission Fee Annual Fee

Student Membership
Student Membership is open to all students aged 18 and above, as long as they can provide proof of their 
student status. Student Members are required to pay RM 30.00 as admission fee, and an annual subscription of 
RM30.00 that is revisable by the PHT Council by not more than 20% annually. Student Members will enjoy all 
similar privileges as described for Ordinary Membership, as mentioned in Item 16 of the PHT Constitution. Upon 
the termination of student status, the student member may continue as ordinary or life member upon payment of 
the applicable fee.

Junior Membership
Junior members need written consent from Parents or Legal Guardians before being accepted as members.
 
Your membership benefits include: 
Exclusive Guided Tours:  Members are invited to monthly site visits to places which are not normally accessible to 
the public.  The tours are guided by experts from a variety of backgrounds.

PHT Newsletter: Members receive a quarterly publication from PHT which features current issues effecting Penang.
Discounts: Members receive a special discount on select books and merchandise sold at PHT.

Private Events: Members are invited to PHT events, talks and seminars on cultural and heritage subjects – where 
you can also network with conservationists, architects, educators, and more.

Resources: Members have access to historical records for research purposes.

Newsletter Editor~ Trevor Sibert
Production~ Penang Heritage Trust Office
Unless specifically stated, the views and opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s own and do not 
necessarily represent the views and opinions of PHT

Kindly contact the PHT:

Penang Heritage Trust

26 Lebuh Gereja, George Town, 
10200, Penang Malaysia.

info@pht.org.my
Tel: +604 2642631
Fax: +604 2628421

GPS Coordinates: 5.417915, 100.341557


